Vantrease Little Russell-Fond Memories
Vantrease Little
Russell was
born in Eagleville, Tennessee
on August 20,
1913. She
weighed two
pounds and was
not expected to
live. Her grandmother Sheffield
fed her with her
mother’s milk
suckled through
cheesecloth.
Charlie and Mae
Little, her parents, lived on
the Nashville
Little Family
Hwy across
from Mary Jean Haye and, next door to the McCords.
She had one sister, Helen Howell of Columbia, Tennessee, who passed away in March of 2003. She also had a
brother, Urban Little, who passed away in 1989.
Vantrease graduated from Eagleville School and then
attended Murfreesboro State Teachers College. She
then went to Nashville to teach at the Tennessee Industrial School where she met James Scott Russell. They
married and moved to Orlando in 1934. They had five
daughters and two sons.
We have great memories of the summers we spent in
Eagleville as children. We went to the movie theater

1 ½ cup plain flour
1 ½ sticks margarine
3 cups milk
8 oz. Cream cheese
CRUST
1 ½ cup plain flour
½ cup chopped pecans
1 ½ sticks melted margarine
MIX:
8 ozs. Cream cheese, softened
1 cup confectioners sugar
8 ozs. Cool Whip
MIX:
2 small pkgs of chocolate instant
pudding
3 cups milk

where we loved the ice cream cups with the pictures of movie stars on the lid. We also liked to
pop tar bubbles on the road.

Vantrease is recognized throughout the
United States and today we receive private
donations from in-dividuals wanting to help
continue our Mother’s mission. She be-

I, for one, remember the stories she shared of her
fond childhood memories and friends. She told us
of traveling to school in the spring wagon and how
chickens were kept at the school. As school children, they would gather the eggs. She also told us
of the first toll road on the Nashville Highway in
Eagleville. She said they rolled a log across the
road and you paid a nickel to Mr. McCord, who
was the operator, before you could pass through.

lieved in providing a home for
these special
children, giving
them the quality
of life she felt
they so deserved.

Our mother, Vantrease, was one of the pioneers in
establishing a home for physically and mentally
impaired children. She received the first license
issued by the State of Florida in 1951. She cared
for over 1,500 disabled children during her lifetime
and was known as a modern day Mother Teresa.

Vantrease received numerous awards, one
of which is the
National Caring
Award she received in Washington, DC
along with
Rosalyn Carter, when received her award for Mental Health Services.

In 1964, with the help of her minister of the First
United Methodist Church of Orlando, she incorporated her own home as a Non-Profit Home for
Atypical Children. She received no federal, state
or local funds. She had faith in the goodwill of her
community and, tremendous trust in God, in knowing the needs for the children would be provided.
Today 26 children reside in the home, including the
first child Vantrease took into her heart and home
in 1950, when the child was three. She recently
celebrated her 59th birthday.
The home continues to rely solely upon the friends
of the community, churches and organizations.

½ cup chopped nuts
2 small boxes chocolate instant pudding
2—8 ozs. Cartons Cool Whip

Blend the 3 ingredients at left, press in ungreased 9 x 13 pan and bake 350° for 20
minutes. Let cool.
Mix cream cheese, sugar and Cool Whip and
spread over crust

Mix and let stand until thickened and spread
over the above mixture.

ADD: 8 ozs. Cool Whip as the top layer.
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If you would like to submit a favorite recipe to share with the community, mail
your recipe to: Eagleville Times, Attn: Favorite Recipe, P.O. Box 72, Eagleville,
TN 37060. Or, send your e-mail to: news@eaglevilletimes.com. If your recipe
doesn’t appear in the next issue, check future issues.

From Page 15————————It’s Elizabeth Lynch Edmonson

Our mother passed away in June of 2003 at the age
of 89. We, her daughters, are committed to continuing her mission of love in caring for these special
children. We would love to hear from anyone who
has memories of our mother and her family. If you
should visit the Orlando area, please stop in and see
us. Our home is open 24 hours, seven days a week.
We are located at 510 Holden Avenue and can be
reached at 407-855-8063.

Margaret’s
Helpful Hints
To prevent the screws in your eyeglasses from loosening, apply a small
drop of clear nail polish to the threads of the screws before tightening them.
To remove bubble gum or any type of gum from hair (child's head, on arm,
leg, etc.), simply spread peanut butter on the area and wash! It comes out
like magic because of the oil!
Do not burn colored newspaper or magazines in your fireplace! They contain
lead and when burned will emit dangerous levels of the lead. This can be
extremely harmful especially to children!
Rainy day cure for dog odor...The next time your dog comes in from the rain,
simply wipe him down with a dryer sheet. It instantly makes him smell
springtime fresh.

