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A Step Back in Time
Halloween, the time of year for dress up,
make believe and trick or treating. Children look forward to this time of year. It’s
the fall season, which is the perfect time for
wiener roast, hayrides and ……… ghost
stories.
Our home state of Tennessee is home to
many stories of unexplained happenings
and sightings. Weird stories or often referred to, as “ghost stories” seem to resurface every year near Halloween. Almost
every community has at least one good
“ghost story” that is often repeated through
the years, especially near Halloween.
Chapel Hill a neighboring community to
Eagleville has their story of unexplained
lights on the railroad tracks. Several stories have been told about this light, one
is which, many years ago on a rainy and
miserable night, torrential rains had weakened a section of track. A man was sent
out with a lantern to warn the train coming from Nashville of the problem. As he
signaled the approaching train, the man
slipped off the muddy bank, falling onto
the tracks, where his head was severed by
the train wheels. His head was never found
and many believe that the light is the man’s
spirit searching for his long lost head.
Another famous ghost or witch story is
about the Bell Witch in Robertson County,
Tennessee. In a small town, Adams Tennessee, a spirit terrorized John Bell and
his family, 1817 through 1821. Although
the Bell Family was the target for most of
the verbal and physical abuse, the spirit
who identified herself as the “Witch of
Kate Batts”, was seen and heard all over
Robertson County. Kate Batts had been
a neighbor to the Bell Family before her
death and she and Mr. Bell had some serious disagreements over the years. It is
believed her spirit sought revenge with the
Bell family as well as the entire county.
True or not, this story has been retold for
several generations.
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Other strange stories that have been
told for years are those of area churches
that have Bibles that cannot be removed
from the building. There are also reported
sightings of spirits and strange noises in
old homes and buildings in neighboring
communities. The cause of some of these
happenings has been discovered and some
have not.
Our small community, Eagleville, also
has its own eerie story that has been passed
down for about 113 years. But unlike the
previous stories, this story was proven to
be TRUE. This is a ghoulish story of how
an Eagleville doctor whose activities as a
grave-robber caused Governor Bob Taylor
to call out the militia and the State Legislature to tighten the law against unlawful
disinterment of bodies.
The Eagleville community has had several physicians over the years but only one
who brought statewide attention to our
small community. In 1895 soon after the
local physician, Dr. Horton Blount Hyde
moved to Nashville, another doctor by
the name of C. B. Heimark arrived in Eagleville and opened a practice. He was a
graduate of University of Nashville Medical School and did his internship at the Davidson County Asylum. Dr. Heimark was
described as a young, good-looking medium sized man, about 5 feet 6 inches tall,
evidently of Norwegian ancestry and his
walk was described as “like a coon”.
Although people in the neighborhood liked
the doctor, and he built up a good practice,
some of the Eagleville citizens wondered
at some of his ways. For instance, though
he boarded with the McGowan Family, he
rented a little cottage in the town and always kept it locked. At regular intervals he
would also make night trips to Nashville in
a wagon, hauling some mysterious boxes.
Changing horses in Nashville, he would
return before morning ready to be about
his profession as a physician in the neighborhood. It has been said that the tollgate
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keeper noticed his travels at night.
The doctor hired a black man and a
boy name Jody McGowan to work for
him in some strange business. His
strange activities went on for about
three or four years. Then folks began
to notice that some of the doctor’s patients who weren’t critically ill would
die overnight, after the doctor’s visit.
They began to suspect there was really something strange about him when
the mystery was suddenly solved.

It was discovered that a new grave
in the Russell Cemetery, about ½ mile
north of Eagleville had been desecrated. Some clothing and hair was found
on a fence near the grave where Mrs.
Pruitt was recently buried. It was apparent that her grave was empty and
the search for the body began.
After discovering the robbery of Mrs.
Pruitt body, Eagleville residents who had
recently buried loved ones began to wonder about their graves. Those who could
not stand not knowing, had their relatives’
graves reopened. “Were their graves empty, too?” was the unspoken question of
others.
Two more bodies were discovered missing at area cemeteries. Stolen, were the
remains of Stephen Bennett Sr. from the
Bennett Cemetery on Mt. Vernon Road and
Mrs. Eva Jane Corbitt also from the Russell Cemetery.
Stephen Bennett Jr. particularly wanted
to know what had become of his father’s
remains. He also had the resources to do
something about it. The younger Bennett
was a Nashville police officer. Nashville
investigators put the pressure on their informants, and on Monday, January 17th, the
police received a tip. Detective Pat Hanifin
learned that the body of Mrs. Pruitt had been
moved earlier that day to a concealed point
about 50 feet off Bramet’s Lane in Nashville. After a three-hour search, her body
was found and taken to Hogan’s Funeral

Monument for Mr. Steve Bennett and
other family members.

Home, where it was prepared for reburial.
A reporter from a Nashville newspaper uncovered the motive behind the theft. Back
roads were used to take the body from Eagleville to the Franklin Road area and then
to Nashville, where it was delivered to a
medical school. But word of the theft had
already sped – faster than the mysterious
carriage –to the college. Initially, college
personnel refused the body and “there was
a commotion,” the reporter said. After the
argument, the body was accepted and the
grave robber was paid his $15.00. Bennett
soon learned of the medical school incident
and obtained search warrants for all three
of Nashville’s medical school morgues.
However, extensive searches failed to recover his father’s remains. On Wednesday, January 19th, a fourth body was discovered missing, and that night, police
got their first important break in the case.
They took a suspect, Dr. C. B. Heimark,
into custody for questioning. He was held
over 48 hours for surveillance and on the
following Friday warrants were obtained.
Meanwhile, a near lynch-mob mentality
developed in Eagleville and surrounding

communities. The excitement and indignation at Eagleville seemed to grow rather
than diminish and a similar state of affairs
had developed in the Chapel Hill and Salem neighborhoods where unmistakable
evidences of wholesale grave robbing had
just been discovered. At that point Detective Hanifin received another tip: The bodies of Mrs. Corbitt and Bennett had been
shipped to a medical school in Burlington,
Vermont. Both bodies had been hidden in
a crate marked “books” and sent by train
to Vermont. An urgent telegram was sent
to Burlington asking that the bodies be
sent back. Hanifin received a wire back:
“Send $120 first.” The $120 in question
was a refund to the Burlington member of
the grave-robbing team. He had paid his
Nashville connection $110 for the corpses.
The remaining $10 was for shipping.

now included on a family monument in the
Bennett Cemetery.)

Hanifin confiscated the bodies when they
were returned to Nashville and a huge, angry crowd witnessed the reburial. Hanifin stated that the people of Eagleville are
greatly excited and made open threats of
violence against Dr. Heimark. Due to the
threats, Heimark remained in custody in
Nashville.

Dr. Heimark was arrested and arraigned
before Squire R. S. Brown. The law at that
time made it a misdemeanor to disinter a
body for unlawful purposes. Dr. Heimark
paid a fine of 150.00 for each of the three
bodies and also served six months in jail.
The black man who helped Dr. Heimark
escaped. Jody McGowan was identified
as the other helper in the robbing of Steve
Bennett’s grave by an old “arctic overshoe”
that stuck in the mud. His shoe had been
torn and his mother had previously sewed
it up with needle and thread. They were
able to trace the shoe back to him. Pressure of public sentiment let him go free
with only a fine.

An area resident stated, “there hasn’t
been such a country gathering since as
the day they brought the bodies of Mrs.
Corbitt and Steve Bennett back from Vermont. The bodies arrived in Murfreesboro
by train and were met by two horse drawn
hearses” he said. “Folks crowded to see
them and buggies followed the hearses all
the way to the Cemeteries at Eagleville.
(Neither Mrs. Jane Corbitt nor Mrs. Pruitt
have a grave marker in the Russell Cemetery. Mr. Bennett’s original grave marker
has deteriorated. His name and dates are

Detective Pat Hanifin, with the aid of
Sheriff J. J. Lee, began a little unearthing on their part and dug up some facts on
the ghoulish activities of Dr. Heimark. It
seems that an Eastern concern had contracted to pay him $45.00 for each “stiff”
he furnished them, to be sold to medical schools for dissection. So far as was
known, he hadn’t furnished any bodies of
white persons other than the three discovered, but as Mr. Gillespie put it, a black
woman was said to have died of a harmless
ailment the following morning after Dr.
Heimark’s visit. That led to speculation as
to how many unknown victims the doctor
might have had. He admitted that he kept
the bodies in the cottage he rented until he
could take them to Nashville to ship away.

The case attracted such statewide attention that the Legislature in 1899 passed a
law making it a “felony punishable by imprisonment in the penitentiary for a period
of not less than two or more than five years

for any person who removes any dead body
or disinters any dead body from its place
of interment for the purpose of selling or
otherwise disposing of same to any person, company or corporation for the purpose of dissection or otherwise mutilating
said body without first having obtained the
consent of the family or relatives of the deceased.
After Dr. Heimark served his jail term,
he left this area. Recently I discovered that
Dr. C. B. Heimark and his wife Maria* arrived in a small town, Wendell, Minnesota
in 1902. He was appointed the Chairman
of The Board of Health and was also the
County Coroner of Grant County, Minnesota. He built a good practice, and advertised himself as a physician and surgeon.
His business card also indicated that he

spoke Norwegian and would answer calls
promptly day or night. He apparently left
the Grant County Minnesota area in 1906
and it’s unknown at this time where he
went. While in Wendell Minnesota, he
and his wife had a daughter who died as
an infant. According to an employee of
the Grant County Historical Society Museum in Elbow Lake, Minnesota, no known
strange events occurred during his tenure
in Minnesota.
*Dr C. B. Heimark came to Eagleville as
a single man. It is assumed that he married
after he left the area.
Mr. Steve Bennett and Mrs. Eva Corbett
are the ancestors of many of our Eagleville
residents. No known information on Mrs.
Pruitt’s family.
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