A Step Back in Time

By Bobbie Sue Shelton

St. Paul United Methodist Church at Rover was first organized in 1868 in a
brush arbor 1 1/2 miles from Rover on Kingdom Church Road near the area
known as the Morton Woods. This property belonged to the Byler family, early
settlers in the Rover area. The first pastor was Reverend Rippletos from north
Illinois. Without church buildings, the pastors of the early churches met and
conducted services in member’s homes.
The first Rover Methodist Church building was built in 1874 on
approximately an acre of ground purchased from John Arnold, a great uncle of
the late Russell Puckett. The cost of the land was $100.00 and the church trustees
named on the deed were: Allen Wade, Sterling Brown, J. B. Beasley, Robert Hall,
T. F. Bullock and N. C. Maxwell. The church was built by the Crick family,
Dallas who served as foreman over the construction and his sons, Will, Tom,
Oscar, Edd and Maynard. Many monetary gifts, labor, lumber and building
materials was given by members and friends of the community.
In early 1900 the movement for a new church building was begun by a
donation from church member Tom Bullock. In 1904 the old church was torn
down and the present church built. Reverend H. P. Keathley was the pastor at
this time. The Crick brothers Will, Tom, Oscar, Edd and Maynard were the
contractors on this church also.
In 1942 when better roads was needed and the highway, now known as 41
A, was being constructed, the church was moved back to make room for the
road. At this time, four new Sunday school rooms were added on the back of the
church. Several members and community friends gave trees for sawed lumber
on this building project. Also in 1942 when St. Paul and Eagleville Methodist
Church was put on the same charge, the pastor, R. S. Qualls, moved into the
parsonage at Eagleville. St. Paul and Eagleville Methodist were on the same
charge until 1957 when Eagleville became a station church and St Paul was again
in need of a parsonage for their preacher to live. With the help of other churches
on their charge, Maxwell Chapel and Zions Hill, St. Paul decided to build a new
one and on November 15th 1957 the foundation was laid and on January 30th,
1958, Reverend Alex and wife Maurene Nichols moved in, being the first pastor
to live in the new Rover parsonage.
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Over the years the church was updated with modern conveniences as they
became possible. A Delco system furnished lights for the church for several years
before electric lights were added. A gas heating system installed in 1948 for the
cost of $1200. In 1959 an electric Hammond organ was purchased for the church.
Several members and friends gave donations to help with the cost of the organ
in memory of their families who had passed away. Many other items have been
donated through the years by church members, their families, and by fund raisers
sponsored by the church and Sunday School classes.
The church grew in attendance until more Sunday school rooms were needed.
In 1953 a basement was built under the existing church building by digging out
under the main structure with a bulldozer and adding supports as they worked.
Additional dirt was carried out by wheelbarrows. This provided three rooms, a
small kitchen and storage closets. This effort was made possible by the faithful
leadership of Reverend Cliff Ingram. The wood pulpit built by Tom Crick in 1904
and all the pews in the church were refinished 1962. The pews were purchased in
Jackson, Tennessee and shipped by train to Chapel Hill soon after the church was
built in 1904. In 1963 the inside of the church was remodeled. Sheet rock walls
were put up and a hardwood floor was installed. An entrance hall and study with a
library were built onto the east side of the church. The Friendship Class in memory
of Peggy Jean Smotherman Blanton donated the cross on the front of the church
in 1976. The care this building has received shows the love this congregation
and the community has for it by all the additions and improvements made over the
years.
On July 22, 1990 a committee was appointed by the chairman of the
administrative board, Jimmy Sorrells to investigate the possibility of a fellowship
hall and present a plan to the members of the church. Franklin Blanton served
as chairman of the committee, along with Horace crick, Bill Ghee and Harold
Spence. The plan was presented to the administrative board on November 4,
1990; the members voted and approved the plan. Work began on November 5,
1990. After a joint effort by many, the building was completed in February 1991.
The fellowship hall was dedicated during the service on March 3, 1991. Reverend
Bill Rogers was pastor during this time.
During the summer, 1999 a covering was built over the front
entrance to the fellowship hall that provides protection from weather.
Franklin Blanton and his sons, Thomas Carroll and Ricky volunteered
their labor to build this addition.
In the spring of 2004 faithful members of St. Paul met to discuss
the possibility of installing stained glass windows in the sanctuary.
Members donated funds for all the windows in memory and honor of
friends and family. When the Stained Glass Studio measured for the
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windows, they were amazed to find how true each window was to each other. In other
words, the carpentry skills of the Crick Brothers were exact and excellent and their
work still remained in tact for one hundred years.
St. Paul United Methodist Church was organized 128 years ago and descendents
of the church’s forefathers are still in attendance. In 2004 the congregation and
friends celebrated the 100th anniversary of their present day church building with
a homecoming. Booklets on the church history was compiled by Amy Fulton
Martin and her mother Willeen Bullock Fulton and given to the congregation at this
celebration. They gave credit to the late Minnie Ellen Blanton for gathering and
recording much of the church history. I also want to credit Minnie Ellen, Amy and
Willeen for their work and for keeping the St. Paul Methodist Church history alive for
future generations.
St. Paul is very fortunate by having four members that has entered into the
ministry. They include Wallace Rowland, Gene Taylor, Tom Lamb and Jim Sorrells.
Pastors Who Have Served At St. Paul
United Methodist Church
Rev. Rippletos
Rev. Roupe
Rev. Racey Smithson 1887-1889
Rev. Creasy
Rev. T. W. Salt 1889-1891
Rev. Virgil Pafford 1891-1893
Rev. S. L. Clark
Rev. St. John 1893-1895
Rev. W. H. Strickland 1895-1898
Rev. Goebell 1898-1899
Rev. St. John 1899-1901
Rev. P. M. Clayton
Rev. H. P. Keathley 1901-1906
Rev. J. F. Blankenhorn 1906-1909
Rev. Hart 1909-1910
Rev. H. P. Keathley 1910-1912
Rev. E. R. Condor 1912-1918
Rev. J. M. Clayton 1918-1920
Rev. M. D. Clayburn 1920-1923
Rev. J. M. Kearney 1923-1927
Rev. Ackley 1927-1928
Rev. R. S. Qualls 1928-1932
Rev. G. W. Stem 1932-1936
Rev. J. C. Sandusky 1936-1939
Rev. R. S. Qualls 1939-1942
Rev. S. H. Parks 1942-1944
Rev. R. C. Culver 1944-1946
Rev. J. Gilliam 1946-1947
Rev. Rev. J. F. Rowlette 1947-1950

Rev. J. C. Sandusky 1950-1951
Rev. Cliff Ingram 1951-1953
Rev. Lester Nave 1953-1956
Rev. Jimmy Bass June 1956- Aug 1956
Rev. Gordon Minehart 1956-1957
Rev. Alex Nichols 1957-1958
Rev. John Baggett 1958-1961
Rev. Rowland Perkins 1961-1963
Rev. Earl Goodwin 1963-1965
Rev. Kenneth Gillespie 1965-1966
Rev. Roy Wright 1966-1969
Rev. H. L. Smith 1969-1970
Rev. William Garrett 1970-1973
Rev. David Miller 1973-1975
Rev. William Finley 1975-1976
Rev. R. L. Greenway 1976-1980
Rev. David Jones 1980-1982
Rev. Allen Joslyn 1982-1986
Rev. C. H. Hunt 1986-1986
Rev. Vernon Bryan 1986-1988
Rev. Raymond Cockerham 1988-1989
Rev. Bill Rogers 1989-1991
Rev. Mark Hall 1991-1997
Rev. Robert Coil 1997-1998
Rev. Gene Green 1998-2002
*Rev. Glen Phillips 2002-2004
*Rev. Art Robins 2003
*Rev. Bryan Drescher 2004
Rev. Scotty Sorrells Present
*Co-pastors

Inside view of St. Paul
Notes: Reverend Virgil Pafford was pastor at St. Paul
for two years 1891-1893. In 1986 during the Tennessee
Homecoming celebrations, Reverend Pafford’s daughter, Virginia Pafford Adams
and other family members from McLemoresville Tennessee returned to Rover and
attended the all day celebration on Saturday Aug. 4th, 1986 and also the church
services on Sunday at the Rover Baptist Church, a joint service with the St. Paul
Methodist Church. Mrs. Adams was born while her father was pastor in Rover but
moved away when she was 2 years old. This was her first visit back to Rover, her
birthplace, in 92 years.
Reverend R. S. served as Pastor 1928-1932 and 1939-1942: Quote from a letter
written in 1986 from Reverend Qualls: A couple of young people came to get
married, after the ceremony was finished he asked, “How much do I owe you,” I
said “ever how much you think she is worth.” He handed me a quarter and they
went on their happy way.
The St. Paul Methodist Church numbers are not large, but this small group, which
remains, is strong in their spirit and commitment to the building of the Lord’s
Kingdom through their work and prayers.

