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A Step Back in Time
The following NEWS FROM YESTERYEAR was taken from early news publications. A resident of area communities
reported the local news each week.
ROCKVALE NEWS - March 1957
Birthday celebrations on Sunday, March
10, were special to at least three people in
our community. Mrs. Tom Holden celebrated her eighty-fifth birthday with a family
gathering at their home. The serving table
was laid in white linen and centered with
an arrangement of spring blossoms. Seated
with Mr. and Mrs. Holden for the noonday
meal were their sons and daughters-in-law,
the grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Also the Herbert Holden Jr. family, who
came from Knoxville, attended the occasion. Mrs. Holden received several potted
plants and other gifts too and so many congratulatory messages by cards, which she
appreciated so much. Many more Happy
Birthdays, Mrs. Holden.
Mrs. Louise F. Woodson was given a surprise luncheon on her birthday, (we “forget”
how many). This was given at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. James Porter McKnight at
Salem. She presumed she was going there
for a quiet day and when she walked in
there was the table attractively set with the
lighted birthday cake in the center and her
children and grandchildren began singing
“Happy Birthday Dear Mama”. She said
she was so surprised and overjoyed that
she could not hide the tears. Pictures were
made of the honoree and family.
The youngest of the trio, Mrs. Wash Pow-
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ers Jr., was given a surprise singing of happy
birthday and gifts too, when she and Mr.
Powers and daughter, Dona were invited to
have lunch and Mr. and Mrs. James Lyon and
Sara Elizabeth. Many more Happy Birthdays are wished for these two ladies too.
Mrs. Fred Nance of Washington D. C. is
spending this month here with her parents,
Mr. and Mrs. C. W. McClain while Mr.
Nance is on an extended business trip.
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Nichols spent Sunday at Unionville with her parents, Mr. and
Mrs. C. B. Haley.
Mrs. James Rowland and daughter Holly,
of Murfreesboro visited Mrs. Will L. Rowland one afternoon recently.
The PTA met Thursday afternoon March
7 with the president, Mrs. Edwin Williams,
presiding. The devotional was given by
Mrs. Eris Elmore. There was an interesting
panel discussion on “Needs of our school”.
Those taking part were Miss Vera Covington, Mrs. Holland, Mrs. Otho Nance, Mr.
Jackson and Mr. Read. The F.F.A. Creed
was given by Wendell Jones. A business
session followed. The seventh grade won
the attendance banner.
Mrs. Howard Scott and Mr. and Mrs. Earl
Brannon attended the marriage of Miss Alice Elizabeth Ryan and Edsel Ford James at
Almaville recently.
Mrs. N. R. Jackson was in Rutherford
hospital several days for diagnosis and
treatment.
Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Lowe, Cathy and Bill
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of Carthage and Miss Betty Williams of
Tullahoma were with their parents, Mr. and
Mrs. L. B. Williams, for the day Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Holden have recently received a lovely oil portrait of their
grandson, Bruce Binkley. This portrait was
done by an eighty-two-year-old Italian artist. Frances Binkley writes that she and her
family have enjoyed vacation trips recently
to both Rome and Naples.
EAGLEVILLE NEWS - January 1957
Rev. R. B. Armstrong of Rutledge, Tennessee preached at the Baptist Church Sunday and with Mrs. Armstrong was dinner
guests of Mr. and Mrs. D. L. Manier. Other
visitors were Mr. and Mrs. Charles Carlton
of Shelbyville and Mr. and Mrs. Alf Carlton of Rockvale.
Mrs. R. T. Russell, Mrs. L. B. Hughes of
Nashville, Mr. and Mrs. M. R. Hughes of Sevierville, Mr. and Mrs. Brent Hughes and Bill
of Donelson, Mrs. Tom Hughes and Mrs. W.
A. Sheetz of Nashville and Mr. P. P. Murray
of Richmond Virginia, were recent guests of
Misses Mary L. and Henri Hughes.
Recent visitors in the home of Mrs. Dub
Bennett were Mr. and Mrs. Steve Bennett
and children from Columbus Ohio. Mr.
and Mrs. Freeland Bennett and children of
Decherd, Mr. and Mrs. William Ray and
family of Little Rock, Arkansas, Mrs. Ruby
Marchetti and daughters, Joyce and Sandra
and Mrs. Gilbert Owen of Nashville, Mr.
and Mrs. Edgar Richards of Murfreesboro,
Mr. and Mrs. L. D. Richards and children,
en route from Virginia to Georgia to make

their home, Mrs. Josie Stem, Mrs. Louise
Bennett and Mrs. Sam Scott.
Mrs. Jimmy Russell of Orlando, Florida,
Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Howell of Columbia,
Mr. and Mrs. Urban Little, Mrs. John Little
and Mrs. Johnny Green of Nashville were
here for the funeral and burial of Mrs.
Charlie Little.
Mr. and Mrs. Rush Taylor, Sr., Mr. and
Mrs. Rush Taylor, Jr., and Johnny were
dinner guests Sunday of Mr. and Mrs. Gene
Vosbury in Nashville. Others present were
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Jackson and Mrs. Bessie Buchanan of Murfreesboro and Mr. and
Mrs. R. J. Jackson.
Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Leech have moved
from our community to Huntsville, Alabama to make their home.
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Floyd and Betty Gayle,
Mr. and Mrs. Condra Lamb and Bill went
to Chapel Hill Sunday afternoon to visit
Mr. and Mrs. Claude Giles.
The General Shoe Manufacturing Company at Holt’s Corner has opened and several of our people are working there. Mrs.
Thomas Wiley, and Barbara Wiley, and
Mrs. Larry Hazel are among those working there.
There are measles, colds and a throat infection going about in our community. So
many sick. Bailey Pressgrove, son of Mr.
and Mrs. J. B. Pressgrove has been in the
Shelbyville hospital with throat trouble,
but better now.
Mr. Ben Tomlin has returned home after

spending several days in the hospital and
resting. His visitors in the last few days
were, Mr. and Mrs. Scott Lamb of Holts
Corner, Mrs. Sammie Lamb and Mrs. Gordon Lamb, Mr. and Mrs. Gran Pope of
Shelbyville, Mr. and Mrs. Billy Simpson
and Preston Poteet of Nashville and many
others from the community.
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Abernathy and children have been visiting his parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Fred Abernathy, enroute from
Madison, Wisconsin to Valdosta, Georgia
to make their home for a while.
Congratulations to Miss Barbara Vincion
and Charles Bowman of Lascassas. They
were married Monday in Trenton, Georgia.
They were accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. L.
D. Vincion of Nashville. They have gone
to Wayne, Michigan to make their home.
Mr. and Mrs. G. C. Marable dinner guests
one night last week were Mr. and Mrs.
Lenzy Turner of College Grove and Mr.
and Mrs. Donald McClaren.
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Redmon and baby,
Mrs. Roy Redmon of Murfreesboro, Mr.
and Mrs. C. B. Pinson and Buddy of Nashville and Mr. and Mrs. Tom Pinson of Madison visited their mother, Mrs. C. B. Pinson
on Sunday.
Sending get-well wishes to Mrs. Eris Elmore. She was hurt in a car wreck Friday
afternoon. She was treated by a doctor in
Murfreesboro and returned home.
Mrs. Luda Edmonds had the misfortune of
falling and breaking her arm. She returned
home after spending a few days with her
daughter and son in law, Mr. and Mrs. Earl
Barnes of Chapel Hill.

Mrs. Fannie Poteete of Nashville spent
the weekend with her mother, Mrs. S. N.
Bellenfant.
* * * * *
The following news article was sent to
me by Mr. Woodrow Luttrell of Nashville,
as a follow-up to the story in the September
1-15 edition of the Eagleville Times. Frank
and Georgianna (Pinson) Morgan were the
grandparents of his late wife, Gladys Carlton Luttrell. The Morgan’s granddaughter,
who was visiting them on the day of the
storm, was Flora Wray, daughter of Alice
and Ramus George Wray. Thank you, Mr.
Luttrell, for this information as well as all
the other pictures and
material you have
sent for the Eagleville
Times. We appreciate
your help very much.

gan started from the back room through
another room to see that the front hall
door was fastened and as he reached the
first door, which was by a stack chimney,
he was thrown to the floor by a brick hitting him and when he came to himself the
house was gone and he was where he went
down on the bare ground, but only slightly
hurt. Mrs. Morgan and her little granddaughter were on a bed in the back room.
The house was swept away, leaving them
on the feather bed, though the bedstead
was carried from under them. The bed was
splintered to pieces. They received a few
scratches. The remains of the house, con-

sisting of three rooms, porch and hall, were
scattered for a mile, not a piece of furniture
being left, but all was torn to pieces. Feather beds were torn open except the one they
were on. The hen house and smoke house
were swept away. Some of their clothes
and pictures were found two miles or more
from home.
* * * * *
ASKING FOR HELP------ I’m in the process of working on some articles on Rockvale, Tennessee. Anyone with old pictures,
news clippings or information on the Rockvale Community and School, please call
615-274-6282.

STORM LEFTTHEM
ON A FEATHER
BED - March, 1913
The home of Frank
Morgan,
residing
three miles north of
Eagleville, was completely destroyed by
the tornado, which
passed through that
section
Thursday
evening.
Mr. and
Mrs. Morgan and
their little granddaughter, Flora Wray,
of Nashville, were in
the house at the time.
Their escape was miraculous. Mr. Mor-

The Morgan Family - 1897 - Back Row: Frank, Georgianna, Jess, Julia, Martha. Front Row: Susie, Alice.

