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A Step Back in Time
The author of the following letter, dated
May 15, 1907, to the editor of The Home
Journal is unknown. No available records
of The Home Journal have been found
at this date, but evidently it was an early
newspaper serving the Rutherford County,
Eagleville area, at the time the letter was
written.
Puckett’s Store – Puckett Tennessee
The most clueless observer will, it seems
take notice of the changes going on around
him from year to year whether those
changes are for the worst or for the best or
whether they are for the greatest advantage
or disadvantage. Hence, having lived for
15 years within a short radius of the above
named place, and being familiar with its
past history, and also had the pleasure to
watch its phenomenal growth, you will
surely pardon me as well as give me space
in your most valuable newspaper to give
some items which, no doubt, will be of
much interest to you and also the readers
of The Home Journal. If memory has not
failed us, it was in the year 1898 under
the firm name of Puckett & Gillespie a
general merchandise business was opened
at this place. Both of these gentlemen were
then very young and inexperienced in this
particular business, having been brought up
on the farm and had no acquaintance with
any other business or profession. In addition
to a lack of knowledge in the mercantile
business, their capital was very limited. So
then before starting into the business, they
were forced to borrow $300 from the First
National Bank of Murfreesboro, Tenn. This
loan was secured by J. N. Puckett, father
of W. W. Puckett, and your townsman, J.
H Reed, of whom Mr. Puckett freely speaks
of in tones of very great appreciation. The
style of this firm continued for about three
years at which time, Mr. Puckett bought out
his partner, Mr. Gillespie.
After this the style of the firm was known as
J. N. Puckett & Son. Ever since this very day
it has been a source of increasing pleasure
to watch its rapid, as well as its permanent
growth. Standing in the midst of the small
beginnings of this business in the year of
1893, with neither capital nor experience or
knowledge of the business world to insure its
success, and placed in the midst of it today
the on-looker is simply amazed as he beholds
its present magnitude. You have already

By Bobbie Sue Shelton-Lonas

asked yourself the question, “Where is the
place that possesses the wondrous secret of
its success?” Having been so situated that I
could see its rise and progress, and to know
intimately those who own this concern, I
feel that I am able to answer strict business,
economy and an everlasting, unrelenting
push in business. Soon and late, push and
pull to make every new day better and to far
exceed the day before, is the rule by which
everyone is controlled who belong to the
corps of workers.
They soon discovered the fact that they
could not sell goods unless they carried
them in stock, so they increased their stock
of goods; their trade necessarily increased
until the growth of business demanded more
room. When these conditions arose they
erected one of the most modern and up to
date buildings to be found anywhere in the
country.
This occurred in 1904, about ten years after
the project was undertaken. This building
as it stands on its present foundations with
two side rooms 10 x 80 with a porch in front
and also a porch in the rear running the
entire width of the building. They now have
more than five times the room than when
they occupied the old building that stands
not far away.
Now, Mr. Editor, permit me to raise the
curtain just a little and give you a peep at
the amount of actual labor and business
that is carried on there at this country store.
They have two market wagons in connection
with this store running every day, which are
simply general supply stores on wheels;
also a regular freight wagon which is kept
constantly on the road from this place to
Nashville or Murfreesboro carrying the
marketing which is gathered up every day at
this place. These wagons are run by clean,
honorable gentlemen, who buy and pay, the
highest prices for all kinds of marketing
and country produce. In 1906 they claim to
have handled 49,317 dozen eggs, or 1644
cases about five and one-half carloads,
receiving $7,160.21 in cash for same.
They handled chickens and butter in like
proportions, also hides and furs of all kinds
simply in abundance. They carried on their
freight wagon 90 cases of eggs or 30 dozen
each, said to have been the largest load of
eggs ever handled into Murfreesboro in one
load. This building, too large for a country
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business, as you might possibly think, is
now much too small to accommodate their
business.
What can you buy at this store? Or rather,
what is it you cannot buy? Anything that
an up-to-date community may need. In this
store you will find a full-line of feed stuff,
such as all kinds of patent foods for horses,
cattle, sheep and hogs – corn, oats, and
hay. Family groceries in full and complete
assortment, in fact, no finer line is carried
in stock by our city merchants. Ladies and
gents dress good of any quality desired, a
nice line of carpeting, rugs and mattings,
a full line of oils, paints and varnishes and
a well selected line of patent medicines, a
complete line of hardware and cutlery with
a big stock of furniture. Now just think of
it!. This business is completely surrounded
on all sides by merchants, young and old,
Eagleville and McClaren, one to three miles
on the west, Rockvale and Versailles on the
east, Rover just five miles on the south, with
Everglade and Jackson Town, three miles
away on the north.
All of the above named places are doing
a profitable business, still, with those
surroundings, Mr. Puckett has steadily and
deservedly pushed his business to the front.
Starting in 1898 on a largely borrowed
capital with no experience at all, and a
perfect stranger to the commercial world

and the businessmen all over the country,
today Mr. Puckett is regarded as one of our
safest business men by the traveling men
from the largest business institutions of the
time. He holds a strong and might grip on
the entire country around him because he
has proven himself to be a friend to all,
regardless of name or circumstances. This
business enterprise, at one time, weak and
lacking in those elements that the actual
observer would naturally expect to see
today rests upon a strong and immovable
basis.
Thus it stands today in the midst of an
appreciative people who have learned well
what it means to have such an enterprise
among them. Thirteen years of close
business life, kind and obliging treatment
of customers, has greatly endeared Mr.
Puckett to the people who live around him
and do business with him. Once a business
venture, now a mammoth success, in which
we have seen that pluck and industry being
sure rewards.
* * * * *
The three generations of the Puckett
family provided a great service to the area,
in a time without modern transportation
and conveniences. J. N. and son, Will,
certainly demonstrated “pluck” (nerve,
courage, bravery) when they entered the
mercantile business in the late 1800’s.
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A 1904 advertisement – Anything to Eat,
Everything to Wear, Everything for home
and farm, Anything You Want. What is it?)
James Nathaniel Puckett born in 1845 in
Rutherford County was the son of Caswell
and Malinda Cooper Puckett. He first
married Mary Frances White, daughter of
William and Eliza White. Mary Frances
died in 1896. In 1899 James N. married
Susie Eva Tune.
The Puckett home was on Mt. Pleasant
Road on the east side of the road in the curve
where the golf course is presently located.
James Nathaniel was father to twelve
children. Children of James Nathaniel and
Mary Frances were: Josephine Lou Ella,
William Washington, Mary Frances, James
Nathaniel, Charles Caswell, Malinda Jane,
Alice Julia and Frank Cooper. Children
of James Nathaniel and Susie were: Louis
Tune, Jessie Wells, Fred Tom and John
Henry. James Nathaniel died in 1914.
William Washington “Will” Puckett, born
in 1869 and died in 1952, was the son of
James Nathaniel and Mary Francis White
Puckett. He married Allie Lula Ezell and
had two children: Clarence Franklin born
1893 and Magnus Laurence born 1897. The
Will Puckett home is presently the home of
his great granddaughter, Betty Jean Puckett
Rowland and her husband, Doye.
Clarence Franklin Puckett son of William
Washington and Allie Ezell Puckett was
born in 1893. In 1919 he married Mattie

Edith McDonald and had a son, Clarence
William, whose memories has supplied
a great amount of the information for the
following article. Clarence William was
born in 1924 married Lela Belle Woodard.
Three daughters, Betty Jean, Mary Frances,
and Edith Ann, were born to this union.
Clarence William’s family lived in his
father’s house near Puckett’s Store.
* * * * *
When this small community was first
established approximately three miles
east of Eagleville on the Eagleville to
Murfreesboro Road, Willie and Charlie
Gillespie built a small store building on
the north side of the road across from the
Puckett Store of later years. This area was
called “Needmore.” The passed-down story
is, the store was always short of supplies, so
the people called it “Needmore”.
In these early days, the community
general store was usually the hub of the
community. This was true in Needmore,
later Puckett Tennessee. A post office
was established, January 18, 1894, in the
store and one of the proprietors, Charles P.
Gillespie was postmaster. Since there were
no rural routes throughout the countryside,
the area residents would travel by horse or
walk to the store for supplies and to collect
their mail. By having these post offices in
the area store, made this more convenient.
The Needmore Community and Post Office
name was soon changed to “Puckett” after

J. N. and his son, Will, became owners of
the local store. When the new store was
built, the post office was located in the
back of the store, where open boxes held
the mail. There was no partition separating
the mail area, from the rest of the store. As
transportation improved and rural routes
were established as an experiment in the
early part of 1901, small post offices such
as Versailles, Rover, Overall, Everglade
and Puckett closed. Mr. Will Puckett was
the postmaster at Puckett, Tennessee from
November 9, 1896 until the post office was
discontinued on January 15, 1906.
In today’s world, super stores scattered
throughout the cities, offer the average
shopper, a one-stop-shopping experience,
not from necessity but for convenience.
From household supplies, to food items,
to medicine, one can fill their average
shopping list without making several stops
around town. This concept is not new.
The size and inventory of early stores
cannot even be compared to the super stores
of today, but there was one, J. N. Puckett
& Son General Merchandise, built in 1904,
became a super store in its day and could
almost surpass most of the major stores
of today with their varied list of items and
services available to the public.
The store was quite modern for that time,
consisting of a first floor with storage rooms
on each side and a wide staircase towards
the back, leading to a mezzanine floor at the
back, front and on both sides. The center of
the store was open from floor to ceiling.
Located upon the mezzanine, was the
millinery department, operated by Mrs.
Will Puckett and Miss Fanny Berry, a clerk,
who was also Mrs. Puckett’s assistant in the
millinery department. Ladies could purchase
a bonnet or hat or have one fashioned to
their taste. Also in this area were shelves,
which held many bolts of fabric and a large
assortment of laces, buttons, thread, yarn
and any accessory needed for dressmaking
and quilting.
With a much larger new store building, the
Puckett’s offered the public a very sizeable
selection of merchandise. But as time
passed, their inventory grew and grew and J.
N. Puckett and Son General Merchandise at
Puckett, Tennessee really became the “super
store” of its day. In addition to the items
already listed in the above letter, one could
also shop for all types of dry goods, shoes,
ready-made coats, jewelry, live chickens,
any kind of tool such as, cross-cut saws,
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picks, shovels, hammers, to name a few,
and all types of farm implements. Bananas
could be bought off the stalk and dry staples
such as sugar, flour, meal, coffee, salt and
soda, were measured by the pound from
large barrels. Oranges, apples and hard
candies were always in ample supply.
Before electricity was available in the
area, the Puckett’s used the Delco System
to have lights in the store, the warehouse,
as well as in the chicken house. Clarence
William remembers his father telling him
that chickens need about fourteen hours of
light for them to be productive in producing
eggs, so the light was needed, especially in
the wintertime. This system composed of
a gasoline-powered engine, which supplied
current to sixteen batteries, each 2-volts,
tied together making 32-volt. The light
fixtures provided light from the stored up
current from the batteries.
Also located in the J. N. Puckett & Son
General Merchandise Store was a pharmacy,
where drugs prescribed by the area doctors,
were mixed and sold. Clarence Franklin
Puckett, son of Will Puckett graduated from
Vanderbilt School of Pharmacy in 1913 and
sold medicine in his father’s store. There
were several doctors in the area at the time,
but Dr. John Stafford Taylor was a close
friend and neighbor to the Puckett family. It
is believed that “Taylor’s 799” medicine (see
picture of bottle) was a medicinal mixture
manufactured by Clarence F. Puckett, and

named for Dr. Taylor. (It
is believed the picture
is that of Dr. Taylor)
PRINTED ON BOTTLE:
TAYLOR’S 799 – Alcohol
Not Exceeding 12% - An
Invaluable Remedy for the
treatment of Liver Disorders,
Biliousness, Constipation,
Headache,
Indigestions
and Stomach Troubles.
---Better Than Catomel-- Does Not Cramp Or
Make You Sick – Is Purely
Vegetable.
Directions: As a Purgative,
for quick effect, from
a dessert spoonful to
a
tablespoonful
upon
retiring at night. -- For
Habitual Constipation take
teaspoonful morning and
night until bowels move
freely and continue in
sufficient size doses to
produce healthy action until
bowels are regulated and
act daily. For Headaches,
Colds and Fever: Take
teaspoonful two or three
times a day until good
results are obtained. For
Indigestion:
Half of a
teaspoonful
night
and
morning until relieved. For
Children: Use as above,
but in proportion to age of children, strength and condition of
their bowels. Mothers are best judges of dosage for children.
Use just enough and commence in small doses until required
dosage can be ascertained. –Shake The Bottle—Manufactured
and Guaranteed by Clarence F. Puckett, Puckett, Tenn.

Located in a warehouse beside the store, the locals could
shop for a “Hart-Parr” tractor or a “Hupmobile”.
Manufacturing of the “Hart-Parr tractors began in 1901.
These early tractors were large, oil cooled tractors but in
1918 a new water cooled and small tractor was put into
production, leaving behind the old concept that in order
to have horsepower you must have a large and often times
clumsy machine. In 1929 four companies merged to form
the new Oliver Farm Equipment Company, putting an end

to the old Hart-Parr name.
The Hupmobile was an automobile built from 1909
through 1940 by the Hupp Motor Company of Detroit,
Michigan. Their first car, the Model 20, was introduced
to the public at the Detroit Auto Show in February 1909.
The company initially produced 500 vehicles. Robert C.
Hupp, a former employee of Oldsmobile and Ford along
with his brother, Louis Gorham Hupp, founded the Hupp
Motor Company.
One could also purchase their gasoline at Puckett. They
had two pumps out on the front porch. The gas was handpumped into glass container, which held about ten gallons,
and then it would flow by gravity into the vehicle’s gas
tank.
On the side of the warehouse, which housed large items,
was an area used for blacksmithing, repairing broken farm
equipment, etc. and also shoeing horses. Mr. Dick Morris
was the blacksmith at one time.
The local folks in the area shopped for their needs, but
they were also able to sell or trade their surplus of animal
furs and hides, eggs and chickens to Mr. Puckett. Trading
merchandise was a very popular occurrence in those days.
According to the newspaper article, eggs alone generated
a big business. Under the large staircase going up to the
mezzanine, was the receiving area for eggs, brought in by
the area farmers. All the eggs were candled (looking at
the egg against a light) to see if they had already started
to incubate. Live chickens were housed in a large chicken
house located near the store. Mrs. Louise Scott remembers
as a child, walking along the road to the store, carrying
chickens to sell to Mr. Puckett, for her mother. They would
tie the chicken legs together so they couldn’t get away.
The Puckett’s also operated a “cream station” at the store.
Almost all the households in the country milked cows. They
would bring their extra cream and sell it to the Puckett’s,
usually once a week. Mr. Puckett would also travel to other
small communities, Eagleville, Harper’s Lick, Cross Keys,
and other places to buy cream from the farmers in those
areas. All the cream was combined and transported to
Murfreesboro to the Rutherford County Creamery.
In the early days, peddling wagons loaded with food and
household items, would travel through the countryside for
the convenience of those who were not able to travel to a
community store to purchase needed items. In addition to
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selling items, they would also make purchases of chicken
and eggs from their customers on the route. The peddling
wagon would be equipped with chicken coops where they
would keep the chickens until they returned to the store.
Mr. Cull Taylor was one of the drivers who traveled the
countryside, driving the “rolling store” for the Puckett’s.
Not only were the Puckett’s busy with all the activities
listed above, they also had a hog killing area that was large
enough, and they used an assembly line process. In addition
to the very large scalding area, two tracks were built around
the smoke house so they could move the hog carcasses all
the way around even to where they could salt them down.
Behind the store was community water well, with a
pitcher-mouth pump. The public could water their horses
as well as getting themselves a drink from the water bucket
and community dipper located near by.
Of course, no public place is without a restroom. In this
case, it was a two-hole out house located behind the chicken
house.

The Puckett’s also provided entertainment
for the community. A racetrack for horses
was built and was a regular Saturday night
event with prizes donated by Mr. Will
Puckett. This area was also used for a ball
field. Local residents would get together,
divide into teams and play games regularly.
According to Doc Manier who grew up
in the area, he attended a horse show on
the grounds in front of the store in 1936.
Doc Epperson, a local resident, headed this
event. He remembers a very large crowd
was in attendance. Mr. Hezzie Bennett
was gatekeeper and the entrance price was
fifteen cents. At this particular gathering he
also remembers a small airplane was taking
people for a ride for a small fee. Clarence
William Puckett remembers going for a
ride in the plane as a youngster and also at
this event, he remembers that Uncle Dave

Macon was there, playing his banjo, on the
backend of a trailer. Clarence William said,
“He’d throw the banjo under his leg and
never miss a lick”.
It is said that Mr. Puckett had a bell in
the back yard, which they would ring when
they needed workers. The people in the
neighborhood, upon hearing the bell, would
hurry to the store, to get a paying job. After
almost fifty years in business, the store
closed in 1950, but the memories of this
extraordinary country general merchandise
store, still linger in the memories of many
of our older citizens today.
Edgar Lee Frost purchased the store in
1953 and built an apartment on the second
floor where his family lived. Edgar operated
the store until 1962. The property was under
the ownership of several different people
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during this time. In 1972, Harry and
Rachel Bean purchased the property.
About 1976 the Beans converted
the old store into “The Eagleville
Community Care Center” and took
care of veterans for several years.
Under several different ownerships,
Rickey W., wife Barbara, Daniel
and wife Karen Helton purchased
the property, continuing to care for
veterans several more years. Eddie
and Ida B. Frazier presently own
the property.
Thanks to Clarence William
Puckett, Mrs. Louise Scott and
Doc Manier for sharing their
memories. Also thanks to Betty
Puckett Rowland for information
and pictures she graciously shared
to make this article possible.
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