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A Step Back in Time
After the sale of some property on the
north end of Eagleville where a Dollar General Store being is under construction, a lot
of interest arose about the lands’ previous
owners.

gleville. Don is a great grandson of Dr. and
Mrs. William Harrison McCord.

McCord property borders this section
of land on the north, highway 41A “Main
Street” on the east, Puckett property (burned
grocery store) on the south and Eagleville
Baptist Church and McCord property on
the west.

On the property recently acquired by
Montgomery G. Turner, of Nashville, Dr.
McCord had built a flourmill and sawmill
in the late 1880’s or early 1890’s. After
the death of Dr. McCord, in 1896, Joshua
M. Johnson acquired the “Mill Lot” property. About this time, Alfred Pinkney, “A.
P.” Elmore moved to Eagleville and began
operating the flourmill and sawmill, renting
the businesses from Mr. Johnson for several
years, acquiring ownership in 1914. Several brands of flour were made – White Rose
Flour, Magnolia Flour and Choice Bolted
Flour. Custom grinding was also done. In
a 1904 advertisement – A. P. Elmore, Proprietor Rowena Mills. High-grade roller
flour “Straight” “XXX” and ‘White Rose”.
Custom sawing solicited; am prepared to
dress and finish for use flooring, ceiling
and siding on short notice. A. P. Elmore
also operated a feed store and was also a
Magistrate, holding court in the feed store.
He also operated A. P. Elmore’s Creamery,
buying milk and cream from area farmers. His home was located in the area of
the Candle Shop, between Eagleville Drug
Store and the Crosslin Supply building. A.
P. Elmore married first, Mary Anna Owen
and had three children: Jessie Virginia Elmore, Alfred Pinkney Elmore Jr. and Urbane Robertson Elmore. His second wife
was Lou Ida Clardy who died in 1931 and
his third wife was Ida Buck.

In 1868 this property, was part of 196.5
acres of land given as a wedding present to
Dr. William Harrison and Sarah Macon Williams McCord by Sarah’s parents, James
Chesley and Elizabeth Jordan Williams.
Dr. McCord graduated from the University of Louisiana and did graduate work at the
College of Surgeons in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He was a surgeon for F&S 13th
Calvary, CSA and was a private in Captain
Jackson’s Tennessee Calvary. One day he
fell behind his company when having some
boots made. As he rode to rejoin his troops,
the Yankees captured him. His bodyguard,
a loyal slave who served him throughout
the war, accompanied him. He presented
his credentials as a doctor and surgeon and
was told by his capturers that they could
use him, and would see that no harm came
to him if he would give them his new boots
and go with them to the hospital. Needless
to say, he gave no opposition.
In 1882 Dr. McCord built his family
home, which is presently the home Don and
Ray Anne McCord, 475 N. Main Street, Ea-

THE MILL LOT

By Bobbie Sue Shelton-Lonas

Dr. and Mrs. McCord had five children:
Elizabeth, William Edward, John Harrison
“Tip”, Emmette Allen and Annie V.

In 1917, part of the “Mill Lot” property
again sold to a new owner, J.
E. Jackson, who began operating the Flour Mill. Jerry
Jackson said that the first flour
his dad ground landed on the
floor as no sack had been put
in place to catch the flour. It’s
unknown if others operated the
mill before it was destroyed by
fire in 1929.

and Urban.
Vantrese Little graduated
from Eagleville High School
in 1932 and attended the State
Teachers College in Murfreesboro. She taught at the Tennessee Industrial School in Nashville. She married James Scott
Russell and made her home in
Florida. Vantrese opened her
home as a non-profit institute
for brain damaged children
and received the Child Advocate of the year award from
the National Caring Institute
Award in Washington D. C.
Vantrese and James were parents of seven children.
Nancy Helen Little graduated from Eagleville High
School in 1937 and attended
Nashville Business College.
She married Albert Carmack
Howell and lived in Jasper, Alabama and later in Columbia
Tennessee where she retired
from Maury Regional Hospital. Helen and her husband McCord Family - Front Row (L-R): Dr. William H. McCord &
had two sons, A. C. Howell Jr. Children, Annie, John H. “Tip” Back Row: William Edward,
Emmit Allen
and Greg Howell.
ship, the house was rental property. Mr.
Urban Little, born 1923, attended high
Charlie lived with his sisters, Nettie, Euschool at Eagleville. He joined the Navy
genia and Maude in the Little home place
and after retirement, he worked for the Poon Church Street. The house later burned.
lice Dept in Nashville. He had two chilMr. Charlie later lived in Florida with his
dren, a son and daughter.
daughter, Vantrese. He died in 1965 and is
Mrs. Little died in 1956 and in 1957, Mr. buried in the Russell Cemetery in the Little
Charlie sold his home and property to How- family plot.
ard Marshall. During the Marshall ownerIn 1960 Howard Marshall sold the “Lit-

In December 1919, Mr. J. E.
Jackson sold a small lot and
house on the north end of the
“Mill Lot” to Charlie Little and
his wife Mary Ann. Mr. Charlie was a man of small statue,
who seemed to always have a
cigar in his mouth. He was a
livestock trader and worked
for Frank Crosslin at one time.
Mrs. Little was one of the charter members of the Eagleville
Methodist Church. They had Inside Rowena Flour Mill - Unidentified Persons (If you can identify any one of these people, please contact
The Charlie Little Family - Seated: Mary Ann &
Charlie Little. Back (L-R): Vantrese, Urban & Helen three children; Vantrese, Helen Bobbie Sue Shelton-Lonas at 615-274-6282 or The Eagleville Times)

tle” property
to Jess McElhaney
who
planned
to
build a service station
at this location.
Soon
after acquiring this property, another
service station operator
on the south
end of Eagleville, Eddie
Blanton, decided to sell
out and move
Mary Sue Clardy
his auto supply business to Murfreesboro. McElhaney
purchased this property and in 1964, sold
the “Little” property to Powell D. Taliaferro
and his wife, Blanche.
In about 1940, Miss Mary Sue Clardy,
who was born in 1880, daughter of Henry
and Martha J. Edmonds Clardy, built a
small frame house on part of the “Mill Lot”
property, next to the” Charlie Little” property. She had lived alone on the family farm
on Floyd Road until she was robbed and
became afraid to live there. It was rumored
that she kept large amounts of money on the
premises. Miss Mary Sue, who never married, was well known for the dark bonnets
she wore. Her sister, Lou Ida “Tiny” was
the second wife of A. P. Elmore, one of the
owners of the Eagleville Flour Mill. After
the death of Miss Mary Sue in 1953, Urban
Elmore, son of A. P. and Mary Anna Owen,

Rowena Flour Mill & Saw Mill

inherited her home and lot. The house was
later moved to a location on Allisona Road
and the property was sold to Powell Taliaferro.
There was also a house that was located
on a small lot next to the Eagleville Baptist
Church that was part of the original “Mill

Lot”. This property also changed ownership several times and was also rental property before the house was destroyed by fire.
It was also acquired by the Taliaferros.

Although, the original “Mill Lot” was
divided, and each piece of land sold several times, it was brought back together by
Powell and Blanche Taliaferro.
Inside Rowena Flour Mill - H. D. Floyd, Partial Hidden Between First 2 Machines), A. P. Elmore Jr.,
Mr. Montgomery Turner acquired
A. P. Elmore Sr., John Henry Jones, John Akin
the original “Mill Lot” from John
Powell Taliaferro, son of Powell

and Blanch Taliaferro. In old records and
deeds, this property will always be known
as the “Mill Lot” but in future years will
probably be referred to as the “Dollar General Store” property.
(Some of the deeds from land transfers of
the above property could not be located
in county records in order to verify all the
owners and length of ownership)

