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A Step Back in Time
Enon Primitive Baptist Church, located
in the northwest portion of Bedford County,
near Unionville, was established in 1794,
two years before Tennessee was officially
a state. Without moving from the same
land, Enon Church has been located in two
states, North Carolina and Tennessee and
three counties, Williamson, Rutherford and
Bedford County.
According to Land Grant Records, the
Enon Church and Graveyard is located on
the 200-acre Tennessee Land Grant, #2459,
issued to Captain John Byler in 1810. This
was an Occupant Grant* and Caption John
Byler, who was a Captain in the Militia in
1812, lived on this tract until 1819 when he
sold to it William Wheeler of Rutherford
County, Tennessee, reserving forever from
sale, one acre where on a Meetinghouse and
Burying Ground are located (Enon).
*Occupant Land Grant - They allowed
settlers who had “squatted” at least three
years and made improvements on a tract
of vacant and unappropriated public land,
to file a claim for between 100-300 acres
based on their intention to reside on and
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improve the land. These improvements
could be a building or a fence, etc. erected
on the land. Besides the usual process of
an entry and survey before a grant could
be issued, this type of grant also required
sworn affidavits by people who knew the
person applying and would vouch that he
had lived and made improvements on the
property
The earliest history of Enon Church
was not recorded on paper, but has
been handed down from generation to
generation, by word of mouth of those
who first worshipped there. The late Mrs.
Walter (Lottie) Spence, who lived to be
100 and was a member for the longest
period of time on record, was instrumental
in supplying most of the information, from
the time of the establishment of the church
in 1794, until the date of its constitution in
1821. Her parents, grandparents and other
older members of the church, passed this
information to her. The recorded minutes
of the church began in 1821.
The first meetinghouse was a log structure
with a puncheon floor, (logs split in half, laid
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close together, split side-up). This made for
a warm floor, fitting snugly to the sides of
the building. Split logs were also used for
seating. It is believed that this log structure
had only one window and one door. The
exact date this building was constructed is
unknown, but is believed to be about 1800.
The brethren met here until 1821, when
twenty-eight people met together for the
purpose of constituting themselves into a
Church. The original minute book does not
show the Constitution itself, but does show
the Articles of Faith and Rules of Decorum.
Either the Bethel Church or Barfield Church
of Rutherford County extended the arm to
the church. (Old records are unclear on this
information).
The early members of the Enon Church
as well as other churches, suffered many
hardships over the years, but their Faith
was their survival. In 1844, the church
experienced a division with a loss of
approximately 36 members. Surviving the
division and later the ravage of the Civil War
years, Enon stood strong. From old records,
it is known that during the war, services
were not held on a regular basis. Due to

A Group of the Enon Primitive Baptist Church Members - Abt. 1956 - Front Row L to R: Florence Reed, Lorene Elkins, Bessie Graves, Mrs.
Alonza “Mary” Heath, Mary Etta Heath, Webb Simpson, Robert Wood. Back Row: W. H. Reed, Lottie Spence, Mrs. Webb “Cora” Simpson, M. E.
Shearin, James Read, Fannie Ruth Read, Alonza “Dap” Heath, B. Jackson.

bad weather and the troublesome time, they
did not even convene from January through
August in 1863 and there were very few
church conferences held during the entire
duration of the war. It is believed that the
original Enon Meeting House was burned
sometime during the war and another one
built.
The Civil War was a major cause of
significant disintegration of many families,
friends and even church memberships. Enon
did not escape this occurrence. William
Taylor, a member at Enon had not been
present at church during the war years. In
August, 1867 an appointed committee from
Enon, visited Mr. Taylor, questioning why
he had been absent. He chose to explain his
reasons by a letter, rather than appearing
before the Church. Below is the letter he
sent, requesting his name be removed from
the church roll and giving the reason for
his absenteeism. (Copied as originally
written)
* * * * *
At home in Bedford County Tennessee
and Dist. 9 the 18 day of August 1867
To the Primative Baptist Church at Enon in
the County State a fore said and Distno. 10
I was in hopes that I would have been
saved the painful duty of having to explain
the reason of my having so long absented
myself from the Church, but having been
notified by James Shuffield sent by the
Church to attend at Enon on Saturday the 24th
Inst. For that purpose. I adopted my pen in
place of my tongue to make the explanation
and before I make the explanation let me
say to you, that I believe the doctrine taught
by the Primitive Baptist is the true doctrine
of the Bible, and the only true doctrine of
the Bible, and the only true doctrine that is
taught.
In 1860 we all remember there was
an exciting Presidential election, four
candidates were before the people. Two
of them were national, the other two were
Sectional. I had always opposed Sectional
principles in a Government. Believing them
to be unsafe and I voted for a nation man,
but the Sectional man North was elected.
I then wanted him to take his Seat quietly,
and administer the Government for I was
always in favour of a majority ruling, but
the Sectional men South was opposed to the
rule of a majority, and rather than to submit
to it, attempted to destroy the Government
by Rebellion.
I was one that was well pleased with
my Government and did not wish to see it

destroyed, therefore I took my stand against
it and in favour of the Government. And I
took my stand as an honest man believing
then as I have ever since and do now that
it was wrong. For that reason I with the
few Union Men were denounced by the
Rebels as being traitors, Abolitionist and
black republicans, and every vile epithet
that a wicked heart could imagine and a
bitter tongue express, and some of those
persons who call themselves Christians
indulged freely in the abuse. This at once
convinced me that they were my personal
enemies as well as my political enemies,
and the horrid wishes too that was hurled
against the Union people was Shocking to
humanity. And those wishes indulged into
by some who call them selves Christians, all
proving deepe personal animosity. Now I
am the indentical man in principal now that
I was when so a bused for being a Union
man. And how could those who were so
opposed to Union Principals fellowship me.
It seems to me as most unreasonable that
it could be so. And I should feel my self
out of my place and an intruder which is a
position I was never willing to occupy.
I also contend that I took the right stand
when I took it against rebellion and that the
Sequel of the war has proven it, and it is a
matter of great consolation to me to know
that I have not the Stain of Blood upon my
garments. When my mind is carried to the
battle field where the blood ran like rain
almost, and the sufferance on the field and
at the hospittles, of the wounded and dieing
that no pen could describe my conscience is
clear for I had no agency in it.
When my mind runs over the length
and breath of America and imagine the

Elder William Howard “W. H.” Reed,
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numbers of Widowe women and orphan
Children (made so by the war) with out the
common necessaties of life my shirt is clean
for I opposed rebellion. Go to the Southern
prisons.
Andersonville in Georgia. Cahawba,
Ala., Richmond Virginia, and imagine the
sufferance of the prisoners, and it was caused
by rebellion; house burning, rape, robbery,
and the murdering of innocent persons were
the fruits of rebellion. And all the dreadful
train of calamities that was rendered during
the war was the fruites of rebellion.
There is no one to devide those dreadful
calamities amongst but the rebels.
Those who done the most is most guilty,
and those who done the least is less guilty.
But rebellion is responsible for it all—and
a heavy tall burthensom to be born which
will not be paid off for the next half century.
And a portion of he people who were once
American Citizens is now disfranchised.
The fruits of rebellion.
I will now give it to you as my honest
opinion that when rebellion took place
against the Government of the United
States, that the great god of the world was
not pleased with it. If he had his arm was
sufficient to have carried them through, as
he did Moses through the read Sea. But
I believe on the other hand that through
his Servant Washington, he established
this Government as an Asylum for the
oppressed of every tongue and people, and
make it the land of the free and home of
the brave I have no acknowledgements to
make, nor do I ask any. Not with standing, I
believe that, that strong hostile feeling with
rebels against the Union party is as strong
now as at any other time, and I think the
last election fully developed power again
(which they cannot) they would have the
1861. And I have often thought the analogy
is good between the position the Egyptians
occupied when Moses led the children of
Israel from the Egyptian bondage, for you
well remember, that so soon as a plague
was removed that Pharios heart would
become callous again and he would refuse
to let the people go, until about a dozen
grievous plagues were sent. Last of all the
destroying Angel came over and smote the
first born of all the Egyptians. Nothing but
weeping and mourning was heard through
Egypt next morning. Phario then hurried
Moses off, and after Moses had been gone
a while, Phario started his hosts to bring
him back and they all were ingulphed in the
Read Sea.
I have not intended anything personal in
this letter nor do not wish it so under stood.
I remain yourse William Taylor
P. S. I have no objection bu rather this letter
should be read publicly. Also that my name
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be arraised or taken from the Church book
W. T.
* * * * *
Brother Taylor’s letter was received by the
church and at his request, his name removed
from the church book by an act of the church
excluding him from their membership. The
church did not feel that the explanation in
the letter was sufficient reasons for him
absenting himself from the church for a
period of six years.
After recovery from the war years, the
church continued to meet in peace. Visiting
ministers began to come to the Church and
hold meetings and members continue to
flow into the Church.
On April 16, 1898, the church appointed
a committee, for the purpose of obtaining
subscriptions for erecting a new church
building. It is believed the first service
was held in 1902. The pews for the new
church were made of solid yellow poplar.
Many improvements have been made to the
building throughout the years including;
replacing the oil lamps with electricity in
1952. The front porch was enclosed to
build bathrooms and a vestibule. A central
cooling unit was installed and in 1987
an addition was added on the back, for a
kitchen and dining area.
A cemetery adjoins the church grounds
with some graves marked with tombstones
dating back to the late 1700’s and others
marked only by fieldstones. Today, most of
the old monuments are illegible but family
names: Rucker, Cooper, Marchant, Taylor,
Kimmins, Putman, Hooper, Dollar, Soaps,
Short, Wood, Poplin, Jackson, Heath, West,
Henly, Ray and Whitaker are reported to be
buried here. It’s also the final resting place
for a Revolutionary War veteran, Charles
Fain, and some of his family.

PASTORS OF ENON CHURCH
1821 - 2009
1821 – 1826 Balaam Ezell
1826 – 1837 Lewis Heath
1841 – 1844 J. Stephens
1844 – 1848 Henry Walker
1849 – 1853 John Milton
1854 – 1856 R. W. Fain
1856 – 1858 John E. Frost
1858 – 1861 John W. Burge
1862 – 1883 J. Stephens
1883 – 1887 John E Frost
1887 – 1895 T. J. Taylor
1887 – 1895 T. M. Ezell
1895 – 1897 J. K. Womack
1899 – 1902 W. J. Covington
1902 – 1904 S. L. Pettus
1904 – 1905 Thompson Wood
1905 – 1917 T. J. Taylor
1916 – 1958 Robert Neal Graves**
1956 – 1957 J. S. Read, Asst.
1958 – 1984
J. S. Read
1958 – 1962
H. R. White, Asst.
1967 – 1977
Dudley Stovall, Asst.
1977 – 1984
William Howard “W. H.”
Reed Asst.
1984 – Present William Howard “W. H.”
Reed
**Elder R. N. Graves served Enon Primitive
Baptist Church the longest number of
consecutive years on record, 1916 – 1958
Enon Church is not as strong now in
number as she once was but she still stands
upon the same principles and doctrines
as when she was constituted in August,
1821. Presently, Enon’s Pastor, Elder W.
H. Reed, delivers the sermon on the 2nd and
4th Sundays, Elder Larry Tarkington on the
1st Sunday and Elder Millard Johnson on
the 3rd Sunday of each month. Visitors are
always welcome.

