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A Step Back in Time

By Bobbie Sue Shelton-Lonas

In the early 1830’s a group of families
living in the southeastern part of Williamson
County decided their small community
was in need of a post office. The name,
Manchester, was selected as their
community name and an application was
filed for postal service. On May 7, 1832,
the Manchester Post Office was established.
Soon, the community learned they had
to change their name because there was
already a Manchester Post Office. A legend
passed down through the years, accounted
that an unusually large eagle was killed on
Sullivan Hill about the time when a new
name was needed, so the name, Eagleville,
was adopted on August 16, 1836.

then transported from Murfreesboro to the
Eagleville Post Office. In the early days,
the community post office was usually
located in another business establishment,
more often, a general store. According to
some old maps of Eagleville, the local post
office location has changed several times.
It’s unknown the location of the Manchester
Post Office, that later became the Eagleville
Post Office. In 1878 the post office was
located in a building on the west side of
Main Street, almost directly across from
the entrance to Church Street. At this time,
R. S. Brown the Eagleville postmaster, was
also the proprietor of a general merchandise
store at this location.

Even though the Eagleville Community was
in Williamson County, their mail came from
Columbia, by way of the Old Columbia Road,
that ran from Columbia to Versailles. There
was no direct road to Franklin, the county
seat for Williamson County. When Eagleville
began to prosper, a better and faster way to
get to Franklin was needed and a request was
made to Williamson County for a direct road
to be built. When Williamson County refused,
Chesley Williams, a prominent businessman
in Eagleville, approached Rutherford County
officials and they agreed to build a road from
Murfreesboro to Eagleville (now highway
99), if Eagleville would agree to become part
of Rutherford County. After a vote passed
and with the Act of the General Assembly
of Tennessee, Eagleville became part of
Rutherford County on March 24, 1877.

A 1904 Map shows the post office near
the same location as the present one. This
property was owned by Chesley Williams
until his death in 1892, at which time, it
was passed to his heirs. The lot the present
post office is now located, was a vacant
lot in 1914. S. O. Edmonds purchased the
property from L. K. Lowe and the heirs of
the late Sophia Lowe, who was the daughter
of Chesley and Elizabeth Jordan Williams.
Also in 1914, J. M. Carson owned the
property where the Eagleville Drug Center
is presently located and it is believed, that a
store building was located on this property
in the late 1800’s. This could have also
been the location of the post office. More
research is needed for proof of the post office
location, referred to on the 1904 map.

With this county change, the mail was

In 1907, the location was already moved
to the corner of Allisona Road and Main

Old Eagleville Post Office - Located in the back of W. H. Dyer/Russell Puckett Grocery Store
Burned 1952 - L to R: Herman Jackson, Eddie Blanton, Alva Taylor

Manchester – Eagleville Post Office Part I
Street on property owned
by Mr. N. N. Dryden. In the
early 1900’s this property
was under the ownership
of Chesley Williams and
in his personal papers, a
family grocery used by P. H.
Elmore, is mentioned. It is
believed, that this was the
same building, used by W.
H. “Buck” Dyer as a grocery
in the 1930’s till 1945 when
Russell Puckett took it over.
The New Eagleville Post Office - June 1960
Located in the back of the
store was the Eagleville Post
involved in many business adventures,
Office until June 11, 1952, when the building
John W. Christopher was appointed
burned to the ground. The devastating fire
destroyed the grocery-post office building, postmaster May 17, 1866. He was a carpenter
a hardware store, café and poolroom. With who made coffins, furniture and built houses.
the fire starting near the poolroom on the He also served as an undertaker. John
south end of the street, moving northward, Christopher served on the Board of Directors
it was possible to move everything out of of the Savage School in 1884.
the post office before the fire reached it. It
On February 25, 1870, Robert S. Brown
was reported that not a piece of mail was Sr., a Republican, replaced Christopher
destroyed.
as postmaster. Republicans holding the
The post office then relocated to the office of postmaster must have been a
north end of the Crosslin Supply Company thorn in Chesley William’s side. Surviving
building, on the corner of Main and Church correspondence shows he challenged the
Streets. In 1960, the Eagleville Post Office Brown’s appointments, which turned heads
moved again to the present location. Howard in the government. Chesley wrote to U.S.
and Helen Marshall won the bid for a post Representative James D. Richardson in
office building, and contracted Crosslin Washington D.C. asking the Postmaster
Supply Company to build the building on General to make a change in the job in
property purchased from R. Y. Martin on Eagleville. That request was turned down
September 10, 1956. This corner lot joined because the policy was not to remove any
their grocery store property, (presently incumbent from office except for just cause.
the Eagleville Drug Center). Herbert and A change in Eagleville was not made until
Evelyn Crick are owners of the post office Brown’s term expired. Robert S. Brown was
a school commissioner and a Squire, acting
property at the present.
as a judge in minor legal matters. His store,
MANCHESTER – EAGLEVILLE
located where the Eagle Roost Restaurant
POST OFFICE POSTMASTERS
is now located, had the first telephone in
William Nunn, a charter member of the local Eagleville. He had a son, Robert S. Brown
Odd Fellows, was the first postmaster, for the Jr. and a granddaughter, Alice Brown, who
Manchester Post Office, 1832 till 1836.
were also Eagleville postmasters.
Chesley Williams succeeded William
Robert Edward Williams, the youngest
Nunn as postmaster August 16, 1836 and son of Chesley and Elizabeth Williams held
held the position for 30 years. Williams the office for four years, being appointed on
moved to this area in 1832 from Triune April 13, 1893. Robert was a clerk in his
and opened a store. Being a very large dad’s store before becoming postmaster. He
landowner and businessman, he is often and his wife, Beulah, moved to Nashville in
referred to as the “Father of Eagleville”. In the early 1900’s.
1876 an effort was made to get him to run
James W. Brown’s appointment on May
for a political office, State Senate. Chesley
27, 1889 followed Robert E. Williams as
Williams was endorsed by the Rutherford
postmaster. It is believed he had family
Herald newspaper that stated, “Mr. Williams
connections to the Gentry family who moved
is one of our oldest and most intelligent
to Eagleville from the Brown’s Creek area,
citizens, is above the shadow of suspicion,
about five miles south of Nashville French
is competent and is in thorough accord
Lick.
with the democratic party of the state”.
Robert S. Brown Sr. was appointed for the
He apparently did not run, but was very

died in 1913.
On May 20, 1897, Robert S. Brown Jr.
became postmaster. He married Henrietta
Owen and owned a farm on Highway 99
near the head of the Harpeth River. His
home is still standing located just west of
Tommy Jackson’s brick home.
Dr. John Robert Moon assumed the
job of postmaster on October 12, 1909.
After graduating from the University of
Nashville, Department of Medicine in
1878; he practiced medicine for 13 years
in Unionville. He moved to Eagleville in
1891 and served as a doctor in Eagleville
until 1911, leaving to practice medicine in
Christiana. In 1921 he moved his family
back to Eagleville and built the house,
which the Robert Shelton Sr. family
H.K. & Marie Stephenson - H. K. was Postmaster
1935-1948 & Rural Mail Carrier 1948-1955. Marie later owned, north of Eagleville near the
Eagleville Co-op.
was Post Office Clerk, retired 1961
James B. Dryden served as postmaster
second time as postmaster on January 19,
1891. The Brown family lived on the south a little over thirteen years, beginning
December 13, 1911. He was the son of
side of Pig Alley, now Church Street.
The Democrats took over the postmaster Ephram and Marian Dryden and brother to
job again when the James Chesley Williams, Norman Dryden, who was a large landowner
the oldest son of Chesley was appointed of Eagleville.
April 13, 1893. James C. Williams enlisted
in Company C, 11th Tennessee Cavalry,
CSA and was a scout and courier for General
Nathan Bedford Forest. During the war
he was captured and spent several months
as a prisoner of war. He had joined his
father, Chesley, in the family store, which
was burned during the war by the Yankees.
The store was rebuilt soon afterward in the
same location and business was resumed.
James Chesley was the president of the
Bank of Eagleville in 1904 and also ran the
family store until 1910 when his son, E. L.
Williams was given a partnership and took
over the store. James Chesley Williams

Alice P. Brown, daughter of Robert S.
Brown Jr. was the first “acting postmaster”
taking office in January 14, 1925.
David Henning Hughes, son of Dr.
William Tandy and Mary Jane Hughes took
the position of “acting postmaster”, October
15, 1925.
On December 16, 1925, David Henning
Hughes was appointed postmaster. He was
married to Lucy Holland Jones and had five
children. After her death he married a Dovie
Demonbreum and had two more children.
One of his children, the late Mary Claire
Hughes who married Dr. J. E. Stephenson,

lived her entire
married life in
the
Eagleville
community.
Alice P. Brown
“Ralston” again
took over the
post office was
appointed
as
postmaster on June
28, 1932. She had
married
Oliver
Tolbert
Ralston
and
lived
on
Highway 99, west
of the Community
Center.
Last Three Eagleville Postmasters (L-R): Dale Chism, Harry Patillo, Ellie Wilkinson

Richard Walker
Carlton
was
appointed as
“acting postmaster” in
November 3, 1934.
In 1914, when
several one-room schools were closed and
consolidated with Eagleville School, he was
one of the drivers of the wagons, used to
transport children to the school.
On December 24, 1935, Hollis Kenneth “H.
K.” Stephenson received his appointment
as postmaster upon the recommendation
of Congressman J. Ridley Mitchell of the
Fourth Congressional District. H. K. was also
the manager of People Bank in Eagleville
from 1939 till 1952. He and his wife, Marie,
shared duties at both places during this
time. At the time of H. K.’s appointment to
postmaster, Mrs. Evelyn B. Redmond was
working as the assistant postmaster.
Fred Abernathy, an “acting postmaster”
served in this position, starting November
1, 1947. He was married to Emma Lee
Jackson, October 4, 1920, and lived on a
farm, on Swamp Road.
Walter S. “Dub” Smotherman was also
an “acting postmaster” for a short time,
beginning in April 1, 1948, after returning
from serving in WWII. He married Sue
Tomlin Speakman and was accidentally
killed in 1978 when his truck and cattle
trailer overturned.

Harry Patillo began working in the post
office as an “acting postmaster, August
27, 1949. He had moved to Eagleville
from the Murfreesboro area following
WWII and on September 12, 1950 was
appointed postmaster. Patillo accepted on
the condition that he could have time off to
get married, which he did on Sept 17th of
that year. Harry married Lillian Webb and
lived on Elm Street in Eagleville.

The Murfreesboro To Eagleville U.S. Mail Wagon In Front Of The Rockvale Post Office

Paul D. Lamb came to the Eagleville post
office and was “officer in charge” beginning,
December 26, 1980.

Ellie Wilkinson was appointed postmaster
on May 16, 1981. She began working in
the Eagleville Post Office as a post office
clerk, replacing Marie Stephenson Knox,
who retired in 1961. Ellie was the second
female to hold the position of postmaster
in the history of the Eagleville Post Office.
Ellie retired August 3, 1998.
For several months after Ellie’s retirement,
Jim Watson, Karen Berglund, and Sandy
Williams held the position of Officer In
Charge.
On December 19, 1998, Dale Chism came
to work at the Eagleville Post Office with
twelve years of experience in postal work.
In January 1999, he was appointed as the
Eagleville postmaster and continues to work
in this position at the present date. Dale is
the third generation of his family to be in
postal service. His father was a carrier for
25 years and his grandfather, also a carrier
in the horse-back days.
Assistant Postmasters and
Post Office Clerks
Several different individuals have served
as Assistant Postmaster, Office Clerk or
Postmaster Relief in the Eagleville Post
Office.
Mrs. Elizabeth B. Redmond was the
Assistant Postmaster when H. K. Stephenson
became postmaster in 1935. Known office
clerks are: the late Marie Stephenson Knox,
Ellie Wilkinson, Evelyn Crick and Karen
Berglund. Bithie Sue King became the
first Post Master Relief, followed by Mary
Neil Ghee. Barbara Owens, is the present
Post Master Relief and has held the position
since September 2000.

The Eagleville Rural Mail Carriers
will be featured in Part II, Mid-May,
Eagleville Times.
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Today it is difficult to envision the
isolation of the farm families in early
America. In the days before telephones,
radios, or televisions were common, the
farmer’s main links to the outside world
were the mail and the newspapers that came
by mail to the nearest post office. Since the
mail had to be picked up, this meant a trip
to the post office, often involving a day’s
travel, round-trip. The farmer might delay
picking up mail for days, weeks, or even
months until the trip could be coupled with
one for supplies, food, or equipment.
John Wanamaker of Pennsylvania was the
first Postmaster General to advocate rural
free delivery (RFD). Although funds were
appropriated a month before he left office
in 1893, subsequent Postmasters General
dragged their feet on inaugurating the new
Two of the first Rural Mail Carriers from the
Eagleville Post Office - Finis Tucker (pictured
with horse and mail wagon) and
Freeland Jackson (below)
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service so that it was 1896 before the first
experimental rural delivery routes began
in West Virginia, with carriers working out
of post offices in Charlestown, Halltown
and Uvilla.
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The West Virginia experiment with rural
free delivery, however, was launched in
relative obscurity and in an atmosphere of
hostility. Critics of the plan claimed it was
impractical and too expensive to have a
postal carrier trudge over rutted roads and
through forests trying to deliver mail in all
kinds of weather. However, the farmers,
without exception, were delighted with the
new service and the world opened up to
them.
When the news became known of this
new mail service, rural free delivery was
possible from the local post office, four
men made application to be mail carriers.
Finis Tucker, Freeland Jackson, James
Bates Dryden and Andrew A. “Buck”
Scott. Four routes were laid out, serving
a wide territory from Rover to Versailles
to Rockvale. In late 1904, rural free
delivery began out of the Eagleville Post
Office, with Tucker, Jackson, Dryden and
Scott named mail carriers. I’ve not been
able to locate the date that the routes out
of Eagleville began to reduce, eventually
to only one until 1997 when an auxiliary
route was created.
EAGLEVILLE RURAL FREE
MAIL CARRIERS
Finis Ewing Tucker, born 1863, was
the son of Lewis and Mary Jane Winston
Tucker. He married 1st Samuella Gordon
Butts and had six children; Mary Lewis,
Winston Vaughn, Pearl Ellis, Ella Bell,
Annie Ewing and an infant daughter (b &
d 1898). Finis married 2nd to Anna Webb
and had children Sarah Inez, Finis Webb
and twins who died in infancy. He moved

Walter Shelton - Rural Mail Carrier (1910 - 1943) 33 Years Delivering Mail From Horseback to
Automobile, pictured below on day of retirement.

his family to Eagleville, (the John Dyer
farm) from Bedford County in 1895 and
served as one of the mail carriers until
1911. His daughter, Pearl, was a substitute
carrier for her father, often riding in the
buggy, delivering mail with him during
the winter, in case he got stuck in the mud
or snow.
Freeland Jackson, born 1874, son of
Nathan “Boat” and Emma Lee Dawson
Jackson married Ella Carlton, daughter
of William J. and Sarah Spence Carlton.
They had four children, Emma Lee,
William, Clay and Sarah. Freeland
owned the first house and farm on the
east side of Swamp Road in the 1950’s
(presently the 2nd house). His son-in-law,
Fred Abernathy farmed this land in later
years.
James Bates Dryden, born 1882, son
of Ephram and Marian Dryden married
Alice _____. He was a mail carrier
and later an Eagleville Postmaster, from
1911 to 1923. Known children of James
and Alice were Mary E. and Maggie S.
James was a brother to Norman Dryden,
a prominent businessman and landowner
of Eagleville.

AndrewAlphanso
“Buck”
Scott,
born 1878, son
George and Mary
E. Ralston Scott
married Evelyn
Owen, daughter
of William Joseph
and
Kenzia
Elizabeth Bennett
Owen
from
the Mt. Vernon
Community. They
had six children:
Estelle, Howard,
Owen,
Robert
(Jack), Grady and
Maira. In 1907
Buck Scott was
Claude Shelton
ordered to operate
out of the Rockvale
Post Office and the routes was rearranged. In addition to
being a rural mail carrier, he operated a store at Concord
from 1909 to 1915. Scott retired as mail carrier in 1935
after 31 years of
service without
a day off for
any reason and
never missed,
serving
his
entire
route,
every
day
during
this
time.
Walter J.
Shelton
was
an Eagleville
mail
carrier
from April 30th
1910 until his
retirement,
April 30, 1943.
In his early
days as a
rural carrier,
Hollis Kenneth “H. K.” Stephenson
he
rode
horseback and when the mail was heavy or there were
packages to be delivered, he would use a horse and
buckboard to deliver the mail. As time went by during
Shelton’s tenure, the roads improved and automobiles
replaced the horse, or horse and wagon that was used for
the mail deliveries.

The next rural
mail carrier was
H. K. Stephenson,
who also served
as the Eagleville
Postmaster
until
1948.
Stephenson
was mail carrier at
the time of his death,
February 25, 1955,
from a heart ailment.
Herbert Crick
followed H. K.
Stephenson as the
rural mail carrier
from the Eagleville
Post Office, 1955
until his retirement
in November 1988.

Charlotte Ralston

Charlotte Ralston followed Herbert Crick, taking over
the mail delivery duties. Charlotte was a former substitute
carrier for Herbert, beginning in 1970, replacing Frances
Haynes. After thirteen years as a substitute carrier in
Eagleville, Charlotte transferred to a regular mail route
in Spring Hill, returning to Eagleville at the retirement of
Herbert Crick, taking over Route #1.
After Charlotte’s retirement in February 1993, her
replacement was Ronnie Williams from Franklin Tennessee.
He began as Eagleville’s Route #1 Rural Carrier in May
1993 and work in the postal service 33 ½ years before
retiring in July 2006. Ronnie’s father, Mr. Hugh Williams,
had also worked for the postal service. Beginning as a
Railway Clerk, working the mail on a train, traveling
from Nashville to Atlanta Georgia, and making mail drops
at different locations along the route. He would spend
the night in Atlanta, traveling back to Nashville the next
day, working the mail on the way back. Later, Mr. Hugh,
worked as a clerk in the Franklin Tennessee Post Office
before becoming a mail carrier. He retired in 1975 and will
celebrate his 90th birthday in August.
In March 1997, when route #1 became over-burdened,
an auxiliary route was created. Deborah Lamb took his

short route as a TRC
(temporary
rural
carrier).
Starting
with 105 boxes, the
auxiliary route has
now grown to 371
boxes, taking portions
of the overburden route
#1 on two separate
occasions.
After
twelve years, Deborah
is still considered
a temporary rural
carrier,
working
38 hours a week,
Monday – Saturday.
She
receives
no
Wanda Bobbitt & Granddaughter
benefits, paid vacations
Aubrie Hope
or insurance, but she
stated, “She loves her job, especially her customers and was
able to be home before her children got home from school.”
Wanda Bobbitt, the present RLC (rural letter carrier), for
route #1 began working in the postal service in Murfreesboro
in 1980. She began working out of the Eagleville Post
Office in September 2006 and currently serves 584 boxes
on her rural route. Wanda’s Dad was also a carrier for 26
years from another post office.
Today the two Eagleville rural carriers travel a combined
total of 91 miles each day, delivering mail in 4 different
counties, Rutherford, Bedford, Marshall and Williamson
from the Eagleville Post Office.
Known substitute mail carriers over the years were;
Eris Elmore, A. P. Elmore Jr., W. H. “Buck” Dyer, Fred
Abernathy, Claude Shelton, Horace Crick, Frances Haynes
and Charlotte Ralston. Nancy McClaran, the present RCR
(rural carrier relief) for both routes, has held this position
since 1981, longer than any other relief in the past.
Thanks to everyone who contributed to this article,
especially Ellie Wilkinson and Deborah Lamb. Without
your memories and records you’ve shared with me, I would
not be able to pass this local Eagleville history to the readers
of the Eagleville Times.

In 1943, due to WWII, an amendment to post office
regulations was adopted, that permitted appointment
of temporary carriers for the duration of the war.
Recommended by Jim McCord, a state representative,
Claude Shelton was appointed to fill the vacancy, as a
temporary mail carrier, out of the Eagleville Post Office.
He had previously worked as a substitute mail carrier
with his father, Walter Shelton. Claude worked in this
position from 1944 to November 1947.
L to R: Deborah Lamb, Ronnie Williams, Ellie Wilkinson former Postmaster, Dale Chism present Postmaster, Nancy McClaran, Herbert Crick

