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A Step Back in Time
The following was copied as written
by Mr. Thomas Scott Williams in 1949.
This writing has not been researched for
accuracy.
* * * * *
History of the Eagleville Missionary Baptist
Church, written by Thomas Scott Williams
to be read May 29, 1949 in a fifth Sunday
meeting held in our Eagleville Church that
is entertaining all the Churches of Concord
Association on this date. The dedicatory
sermon to be preached by Brother A. D.
Nichols, a former pastor, dedicating our
new Sunday School building to the Glory
of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
The records of this Church mention my
close relatives frequently, therefore please
be understanding. Matthew: 16th Chapter,
13th Verse through 18th Verse in part. “When
Jesus came into the Coasts of Caesarea
Philippi, He asked His disciples saying,
Whom do men say that I, the Son of Man,
am? And Simon Peter answered and said,
Thou art the Christ, the son of the living
God. And Jesus answered and said unto him,
Blessed art thou Simon Bar-Jona for flesh
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but
My Father, which is in Heaven. And I say
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also unto thee, Thou art Peter, and upon this
rock I will build My Church; and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it.”
It is obvious from the records of this
Church that the Charter members founded
the Eagleville Missionary Baptist Church
according to the statement of Jesus Christ.
Through the courtesy of Mrs. Joe Johnson,
whose father was a former pastor, we are
able to read you a copy, word for word,
of the original deed that Brother John
Scales made giving two acres of land
upon which the first Church building was
erected. John Scales was the great uncle of
Mrs. Johnson. The deed reads as follows:
“Know all persons by these present that I,
John Scales, of the County of Williamson
and State of Tennessee, for the love, esteem,
and affection, I entertain for the spread and
promulgation of the Gospel, I do hereby
give transfer, convey, and deliver unto the
deacons and members and their successors
forever the Harpeth Separate or Free Will
Baptist Church, a certain lot or parcel of
land in the County and State aforesaid on
Big Harpeth. Beginning at my Southeast
corner of the tract of land I own near
Thomas Jordon’s and Noah Scales, running
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thence west twenty-five and a third poles to
a stake on the south bank of Harpeth River;
thence north twelve and two-thirds poles to
a stake; thence east on a parallel with the
south line twenty-five and a third poles to
a stump or stake; thence south twelve and
two-thirds poles to the beginning containing
two acres. To have and to hold the same
to the said Deacons and members and their
successors of the Harpeth Baptist Church
forever. I covenant and mutually for myself
and for my heirs to warrant and defend the
title to the said lot of ground against the
lawful claims of all persons whatever. In
witness thereof I have set my hand and seal
John
this 19th day of February AD 1840.
Scales. “Seal”
Executed and delivered in presence of W.
R. Nunn, Chesley Williams, Blount Jordan
State of Tennessee
Williamson County
Personally appeared before me, Samuel
Bill Comicco, clerk of the County Court of
Williamson County, John Scales, the within
named bargainor with whom I am personally
acquainted and who acknowledged that he
executed the within deed for the purposes
therein contained. Witness my hand at

office this 26th day of July AD 1844
Samuel Bill Comicco
State of Tennessee
Williamson County: The within deed
was received for registration and noted in
Note book No. 1, page 53, on the 23rd day
of October 1844 and duly registered in
my office in book R, pages 560 and 561.
Witness my hand at office this 24th day of
October AD 1844.
J. R. Hunter R.W.C.
The first minutes read as follows: “We the
members which compose Harpeth Church
being met according to appointment on
Thursday the 7th day of November 1839,
do now propose to be constituted a Gospel
Church for which we call a presbytery to
wit: John Rushing, James Keal and John
Londrum wish a list of the members names
who are candidates which expressed a
desire to be constituted a Gospel Church
upon the abstract principals adopted by the
Elk River Association which is as follows”.
Then the articles of faith are written into the
first minutes and adopted by the Charter
Members. The original minute book is well
preserved and the business transactions of
the Church are written in ink, presumably
the writers used a feather quill for a writing

pen. The writing is beautiful, plain to read,
and the work of artists.
In a Tennessee History published in 1886
appears the following. “The Missionary
Baptist Church was organized one and one
half miles north of Eagleville, November
7, 1839 by Rushing, James Keal and John
Londrum. The first members were Thomas
and Sophia Jordan, Elizabeth Williams,
Josiah Johnson, Drury Bennett, William
Cullon, Robert and Nancy Palmer, John
and Rhoda Hazelwood. It was then called
Harpeth Baptist Church but on removal
to Eagleville in about 1866, it was called
Eagleville Baptist Church.
In the minute book, dated 1842, it states
the number of members is 48, and the
expression is frequently recorded “met on
Saturday before the third Lord’s Day”. The
minutes of Saturday before the 3rd Lord’s
Day in April 1845 reads, “After Divine
service, opened the doors for the reception
of members when Sterling H. Edmonds
joined by letter. It was also agreed that
Brother Robert Pate be at liberty at any time
with three or more members of this Church
to receive members at or near his house to
form an arms of this Church. It was also
agreed by the Church that Brother Robert
Pate be at liberty to speak in public by way
of exhortation at any time when he may wish
to do so”. The minutes of Saturday before
the 3rd Sabbath in July, 1847 read in part as
follows: “On motion of Chesley Williams
the following resolution was passed by a
unanimous vote and ordered to be spread
on the Church book in the following words.
Resolved by the members of the Harpeth

Baptist Church that they will not make it a
test of fellowship for any member to belong
to any benevolent Society such as the Sons
of Temperance, Odd Fellows or Masons.”
Chesley Williams on this date was elected
Church Clerk and held this office until the
seventies. 1845 the minutes read “The
following members joined at the arm of our
Church at R. Pates naming each one and
also Polly Chrisman from Old Baptist, and
Barbary a “servant”. A number of Negro
servants were members of our Church in
our early history. They were received as
members with their white owners and their
names appear in our minute book as Ralph,
servant of R. C. Scales, Etc. During these
early years of our Church, the pastors were
farmers or had other occupations and very
small salaries were paid to them, sometimes
the minutes show the yearly salary to be
about sixty dollars.
In the year, 1851, the Church passed the
following resolution “Resolved that the
members of the Harpeth Church contribute
their proportional part of the money to pay
Brother Sims board while he is procuring
his education at the Union University at
Murfreesboro as a beneficiary.”
Pastors who have served this Church:
John Rushing was first pastor then, H. C.
Ferguson, John Harris, C. C. Bolling, W.
A. Whitsett, E. W. Hoile, J. J. Greer, W. N.
Arnold, J. M. Phillips, J. K, Womack, A. J.
Brandon, L. B. Jarmon, Dr. G. M. Savage,
S. H. Price, J. S. Corpening, who married
my sister, J. D. Smith, Berry McNatt, G. A.
Ogle, W. C. McPherson, H. H. Burns, J. H.
McCord, N. B. Williams, D. B. Vance, F. M.

Merse, A. W. Duncan, W. F. Jaggers, S. P.
Devoult, A. I. Foster, C. Miles, L. T. Mays,
and A. D. Nichols. Our present pastor is
Brother M. L. Arbuckle.
The Minutes of Saturday before the 3rd
Sabbath in July 1853 record these interesting
facts: “The following proposition was
submitted and unanimously passed.
Whereas a proposition has been made to
repair the Harpeth Church and to build
thereon an additional story for an academy.
Resolved therefore by the members of
Harpeth Church that we grant to Chesley
Williams Jordan, Noah Scales, Thomas
Jordan, William Jordan, W. G. Osburn and
other trustees the privilege and right to build
a second story upon our Church and that we
are for the Methodist and Presbyterians to
have the use of our house for Divine service
where it will not interfere with our Church
meetings but not to raise a Church in our
house. Passed by the Church and ordered to
be entered in our Church book July 15, 1853.
John Harris moderator, Chesley Williams
clerk.”
Church met on Friday 9th September, 1853
at which time the Duck River Association
was held and continued until Saturday
evening when it adjourned on Sabbath,
the Church Communed with the visiting
brethren and continued a protracted meeting
until Thursday night during which time the
Church was much revived sinners, convicted
and mourners converted and six happily
converted and made to rejoice in the jordon
of their sins. Four additions to the Church
and about $33.00 paid to Brother Miller for
home missionary purposes”. In 1855 Elder
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C. C. Bolling became pastor at a salary of
one hundred dollars for twelve months.
Saturday before the 3rd Sabbath in April
1860, the Church met for the purpose of
moving to the new house at Eagleville and
that they adopt the same as their house of
Worship. The presbytery also met consisting
of E. W. Haile and James M. Pembleton and
proceeded to the ordination of Brother J. J.
Greer same have been attended to.
Part II will follow in December 1 Eagleville
Times.
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A Step Back in Time
The following is a continuation of the 1949
writing by Mr. Thomas Scott Williams. It
has been copied as written and has not been
researched for accuracy. The short history
of the Eagleville Missionary Baptist Church
was read, May 29, 1949, in a fifth Sunday
meeting held at the Eagleville Church.
A deed conveying the title of land upon
which our Church is now located (1949) was
borrowed from my brother, Dr. E. L. Williams
and reads as follows: “I Chesley Williams
of the County of Rutherford in the State of
Tennessee for the love, affection, esteem and
regard I have for the Christian religion and
the promulgation of the Word of God, I have
given, conveyed and transferred unto James
C. Williams, Thomas N. Wilson and W. H.
McCord, deacons of the Harpeth Missionary
Baptist Church at Eagleville in the County
and State aforesaid and their successors in
office forever a certain lot of land situated in
the village of Eagleville bounded as follows:
beginning on the Northwest corner of lot
deeded for school house in W. H. McCord’s
South boundary running with said line West
to North twelve and a half poles 1 ½ links to
stake, then South thirteen poles to the center
of old road, then with the middle of the old
road twelve and a half poles to the South
West corner of School lot, thence North
with school lot thirteen poles to beginning,
containing by estimation one acre more or
less on which is now built a brick church.
To have and to hold the said lot described for
the purposes specified unto the said Deacons
of the Harpeth Baptist Church and their
successors in office forever. I do covenant
with the said James C. Williams, T. N. Wilson
and W. H. McCord, deacons of the Harpeth
Baptist Church that I am lawfully seized
of said land, have a good right to convey it
and that it is unencumbered and that I bind
myself, my heirs and representatives to
warrant the right and title of said lot against
all persons claiming lawfully whomsoever.
Witness my hand January 3rd, 1878. Chesley
Williams.”
Attached to the deed is acknowledgment of
same by Chas. R. Holmes, Clerk of County
Court of Rutherford County, Jan. 1878.
In Miss Nettie Little’s scrapbook is some
history that was published in a Murfreesboro
paper in 1939. The facts in this were given
by Mr. Dick Morgan who remembered
them and by my brother, S. M. Williams
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who had heard our father and others tell
of the old years’ happenings. This history
was published a short time before the 100th
anniversary of the Eagleville Church in
November 7, 1949. This history in part reads
“The Church was established November 7,
1839. The log building was erected a short
distance away from where the present brick
structure stands. The present building was
erected after a two-frame Church, built on
the same location in the fifties, was burned
by Yankee soldiers. During the Civil War
the frame Church was used as a Confederate
hospital.”
I talked to John Williams, colored, recently
and he told me his father Jack Williams, our
grandfather’s servant, made some of the
bricks and assisted in building our present
Church auditorium. Our minute books do not
show these above facts of a frame building,
however, tradition gives them to us.
Dr. G. M. Savage wrote an article that was
published in the Baptist and Reflector 1914
after James C. Williams, my father, died,
extract of it I read “I am just back from the
funeral service of J. C. Williams. Brother
Jimmy was a brave soldier in war, a quiet
citizen in peace. He followed Bedford
Forrest, and all the world knows what that
means. His conversion occurred after the war.
Forty-eight years ago he was witnessing the
Baptism of his baby sister, only eleven years
old. There was something in this solemn of
her faith in her risen Lord that pierced him
as a sword. He became so weak he had to
sit down. From this heart suffering he was
relieved only when he believed in the same
Lord. When he did find peace, he wanted to
obey in Baptism with such promptness that
they had to break the ice for him”. In this
same article Dr. Savage paid such a beautiful
eulogy of my father that I shall be to modest
to write more of it. And you can see why
I accepted Jesus Christ as my Savior and
joined this beloved Church in 1893 when I
was eleven years old. Dr. Savage baptized
me and when I was married, Dr. Savage
performed the marriage ceremony. The
minutes of Saturday before 3rd Sabbath in
June 1861 was recorded then I find several
missing until November 10, 1866. Evidently
they were torn from the minute book judging
from its’ appearance. On November 28th,
1869 it was agreed to have two services each
month instead of just one and J. C. Williams

and Wm. H. McCord were elected deacons,
as there were only three deacons to that date,
making now five deacons. On the fourth
Sabbath in July 1870, delegates to Concord
Association to meet in Nashville Friday
before the first Sabbath in August 1870 were
elected Elder J. M. Phillips, W. H. McCord,
and J. C. Williams and they were to bear
our petitions of letter for admission into the
Concord Association, which was presented
and accepted. March 11, 1894, Brothers J.
H. Pierce and J. E. Sullivan were ordained to
the full work of the ministry. Nov. 4, 1894
W. H. Wood, J. Knox Cook and Henry Alley
were ordained into the full ministry.” Jesse
D. Sullivan was ordained to the ministry
August 24, 1924. Dr. G. M. Savage gave the
charge.
In 1912, my mother, Mrs. J. C. Williams,
gave the land upon which our pastor’s
home is located. The grandchildren, great
grandchildren and other friends of Mrs.
Elizabeth Williams, a charter member,

contributed liberally to the building fund of
our beautiful new Sunday School building
in memory of her and for the Glory of our
Lord.
Again referring to the history of Tennessee
published in 1886, “the school now under
Prof. G. M. Savage was charted several
years ago. It employs several teachers and
the curriculum embraces the entire course
of mathematics, natural sciences, English,
Latin, Greek, Hebrew, French, German and
Anglo Saxon languages, metaphysics, logic,
music and art. The school is furnished with
a common boarding house for girls, and
a row of ten rooms for boys besides the
family buildings. The school building has
eight room besides the Chapel.” To my
own knowledge there were students in this
school from several states and Old Mexico.
Many young ministerial students attended
Eagleville School and some of them were
pastors of this Church many years later.

The old Eagleville Baptist Church, which was built soon after the Civil War, was torn down in 1957,
making way for a new church auditorim. The previous church building, a two-story frame building
was used as a hospital during the war and reported burned by Yankee Soldiers. The building
committee for the new church building was: Bill Isom, D. L. Manier, Carl Frost, Mrs. J. W. Farris and
Mrs. E. L. Williams. Pastor of the church was the Rev. A. E. Byrd.

Dr. Savage was called from here to become
President of Union University then and now
located in Jackson, Tennessee. Several
young men and women members of this
Church were educated in Union University
in later years. George Lowe, Jesse Sullivan
and I, in 1900, boarded a spring wagon one
morning before day, went to Murfreesboro
and boarded the train for Jackson and Union
University. We went then because of Dr.
Savage’s wonderful influence over us in our
first grades of school. It was my privilege to
sit at his feet of learning for five years until
I was graduated. My wife, whom I met as a
student there, is also a graduate of Union. Dr.
Savage was one of the most consecrated men
I have ever known and he was as studious
as any undergraduate when he was President
of Union until his retirement, when he was
more than 80 years old. He was given a years
leave of absence from Union University and
he toured Europe to study Greek, Hebrew and
French. He wrote and published a book of his
experiences over there in the Holy Land and
other places in this book he wrote so many

times “The Lord is so good to me”. Even
though he was a scholar of great magnitude
his sermons were not composed of big words
but were so preached in pure English that a
child could understand their meaning. Today
on the Campus of Union University, there is
a marker in his memory that was unveiled
by George Lowe’s grand-daughter and one
of Dr. Savage’s grandchildren. Dr. M. E.
Dodd, one of the most outstanding preachers
of this age, married Emma Savage and may
their children follow in the footsteps of
their beloved grandfather. Surely he is now
rejoicing in heaven with our Savior because
his life was the ideal Christian life that Christ
taught his disciples. Bless his memory. He
was called the grand old man of Union. Many
of our Church’s pastors were great men and
I had the privilege of knowing many of them
and working with them.
May the ones who have gone to heaven be
honored in our memory and may those living
continue their work and grow in stature and
lead thousands of Christ. Our present pastor,
Brother Arbuckle, it seems to me, is the right

man and in the right Church to accomplish
great things for The Lord. Brother, Devoult,
Brother Nichols and others endeavored to lead
us into a building program but possibly our
spiritual status was weak and it was not their
fault. However last year our revival meeting
under the preaching of Brother Wayne
Tarpley of Chattanooga and the leadership
of Brother Arbuckle brought The Holy
Spirit into our Church reviving the spiritual
lives of us members and numbers accepted
Christ as their Savior, and thee were ninetyone people who publicly demonstrated they
felt the effects of the revival and seventyseven accepted Christ as their Savior. The
Church membership now is 200. Brother
Arbuckle is a pastor who visits the members
of our congregation and also visits the sick
in the entire community regardless of their
Church affiliation. It is my belief he has
visited every home in Eagleville and other
homes for miles from Eagleville. Therefore
because of Brother Arbuckle’s pleasing
personality, his genuine consecration and his
desire to do everything for the promotion of

our Lord’s work, we believe he will lead the
members of this Church, that has a wealth
of Christian history, on to a glorious victory
for our Christ. Brother Arbuckle is the first
full time pastor this Church has ever had and
since, under his guidance, we have built our
new Sunday School home we shall put him
to the real test and see if he will inspire us to
building a beautiful and commodious Church
auditorium not for the glory of any mortal
but for the glory of God. It is and shall be
our prayer that we of the Eagleville Baptist
Church may be consecrated Christians doing
the will of our Heavenly Father at all times
and soul winners for Jesus Christ each day,
until we are summoned to the eternal home of
the redeemed. There we shall meet our Lord
and all the Saints of the old Eagleville Baptist
Church and those of other denominations.
And may each of you under the sound of my
voice and I hear in that day, “Enter thou into
the joys of thy Lord”.

