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A Step Back in Time

By Bobbie Sue Shelton-Lonas

Our Town In 1951

By Howard Hatcher
Our family moved to Eagleville in late fall of 1951. Soon afterward, our high school
English class was studying Thornton Wilder’s “Our Town”. Our teacher, Mr. Urban
Elmore, asked the class to write an essay about
the town where we lived. Most of us had a hard
time thinking of something to write because
Eagleville seemed so plain and simple.
Fifty-nine years have passed. How well I
remember our town of 1951! Moving north on
the south end of the east side of Main Street,
there was Blanton’s Auto Parts and Blanton’s
Service Station. Next there was the City Hall
that was opened only for an occasional night
meeting, and the city jail in which I never
saw a prisoner. Then there was Shelton and
Smithson’s Garage, the busiest of the town’s
service stations.
Next there was Joe Crosslin’s Garage and Used
Car Lot (he called himself “Honest Joe”). Next
door was Howard Marshall’s Grocery and I
never knew him to deny credit to anyone. In
the same building was Bud Walker’s Barber
Shop, and the stories he could tell about his son
Arthur Barnes
Bruce, and how strong he was as a young man,
can still be remembered. In the north end of the
Marshall’s Grocery building, was Arthur Barnes’ Blacksmith Shop, and I still say he
could put more curse words into one sentence than any man I’ve seen before or since.
Continuing north, there was Crosslin Supply Company, where I worked part time for

two years. Next-door was the movie theater that had a full house every Tuesday night
because; following the Tuesday movie, there was a
drawing. Adjacent was a restaurant/drug store and
Jim Neely’s Electrical Appliance Store.
Across the street and moving back south, Ira
“Dutch” Hay Grocery, the People’s Bank with Dr.
Stem upstairs, a dentist, who was so old he had lost
his strength and removed teeth with a hammer-like
instrument, as he did when my Daddy had all his
teeth removed. Next location was “Little Green
Hay’s Big Hardware Store”, that was owned by one
of the town’s most colorful characters. Moving on
down the street was, The Bank of Eagleville, which
made most of its loans, requiring only a signature
for security. Also in this building was the office of
Dr. Garrett, who had delivered most of the babies in
Eagleville for 40 years. Dr. Les Williams dry good
and drug store where Dr. Williams always wore a
suit and bow tie, and always showed class. Sneathen
Dr. Les Williams
Bellenfant and sons operated the garage and service
station on the corner. Crossing the Allisona Road,
was a frame building where the Post Office and
Russell Puckett’s Grocery was located and Lowe’s
Hardware Store. The poolroom was the last building
on the south end of the west side of the street.
This was the business area of this one-red light
town. In addition, there were four churches, a feed
mill and a twelve-grade school. It was a simple
town in a simple time.
I grew up and left home
– first to college, then to
the Army, followed by
a job that required me
to live in five towns in
two states. For several
years, I’ve worked with
many small towns as an
Dr. Robert Garrett
employee of the Farmers
Home Administration.
I now live many miles from Eagleville, but many times,
through the years, Our Town has crossed my mind. The
people were good people – the salt of the earth.
None of the 15 mentioned above are now alive, but all of
them will live in my memory because they all were a part of
Our Town, a town I truly love.
* * * * * * *
Many changes have occurred since 1951 when the Hatcher
Family moved into the Eagleville Community. At one time
Eagleville was a very busy place. Multiple grocery stores
and service stations were operating along with other various
businesses.
During these last 59 years, devastating fires have destroyed
about half of the town. The big fire of 1952 destroyed
Russell Puckett’s Grocery, the Eagleville Post Office, which
(R-L): Blanton’s Service Station, City Hall-Jail, Shelton & Smithson’s Garage, Joe Crosslin’s Garage, Marshall’s Grocery
was located in the rear of Puckett’s Store, Lowe’s Hardware
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Store and a pool room, all on the west side of main street.
In 1960, the Eagle Nest, a restaurant and unoccupied hotel,
above the restaurant, located on the north end of Eagleville
were consumed by fire. In September 2008 at this same site,
another fire destroyed the Puckett Grocery Store. On May
3, 1971, another grocery store, Marshall’s Grocery, burned to
the ground. This large frame building also had previously
housed Bud Walker’s Barber Shop, Arthur Barnes’ blacksmith
shop and the upstairs apartment where the Barnes family
had previously lived. Although the McRae Hotel wasn’t
mentioned in the above article, it was also destroyed by fire in
1963. It was located on a lot near the area Russell Puckett’s
Store and Post Office once stood. For many years especially
in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s this was a very popular
hotel for teachers and students of the prestige Savage School,
which had students enrolled from out of state. At the time of
the fire, the hotel was a family residence.
We can only imagine what our hometown would have been
if it had not had the misfortune of the above fires. Hopefully
it will again grow to be the busy little town, as in the past.
Thank you Howard for sharing your memories.
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Russell Puckett’s Store - Post Office

Howard Hatcher Family
Green Hay’s Big Hardware Store
Located at the present location of Joyce’s Beauty Shop

Eagleville in the early 1940’s. All buildings were same in 1951.
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