Chesley Williams: Toll Road Owner/Manager
Chesley Williams was a major shareholder and manager of the toll roads in
the Eagleville area. His involvement began in 1855 and ended at his death in
1892. This activity was likely his second longest running obligation aside from
the management of his store.
By the authority of Governor Andrew Johnson, stock was issued for the Eagleville, Unionville & Shelbyville Turnpike Company (EU&S) on January 5,
1855. It was part of the road system running from Nashville into Alabama and
was an extension of the Nolensville Turnpike south of Triune.
The company was organized in two divisions. The northern division with
three tollgates ran roughly from south of Kirkland to Unionville, and the southern
division was in Bedford County south of Unionville to Shelbyville. The two
southern tollgates were located one mile from Shelbyville, the “town gate”, and
the Fall Creek gate was six miles from Shelbyville.
The first board of directors of the northern division was Chesley Williams,
president; William Collins, secretary; Williamson Jordan; Noah Scales; and Alford Ransom. The principle stockholders were Williamson Jordan, Noah Scales
and Chesley Williams, with $1,500 stock each. The other 66 stockholders raised
the total equity to $18,925. The company also had an initial debt of about
$2,600.
The first board of directors of the southern division was John T. Neil, William G. Cowan, John F. Thompson, David Williams and Garret Phillips. In October 1855 all the directors of both divisions met to relinquish all claims on profits and dividends generated in the division that they did not manage. The north
gave up the profits earned in the southern division, and the south gave up the
profits earned in the northern division.
Because initial travel was light, it took time to collect enough money to acquire the required tollgate houses. The first in the northern division was purchased from Williamson Jordan about three miles north of Eagleville. And for
several years tolls were collected at the homes of Ivey Phillips and W.S. Marshall. (Tollgate house one was subsequently owned and operated by Leonard K.
Lowe and then his son George K. Lowe.)
The second tollgate house was built at W.G. Osborns, and a third house was
not built until 1869 or 1870. These gates were located between the Rutherford
County line and Rover and between Rover and Unionville. (In 1900 the three toll
gates were run by
on at gate two,
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and A.N. Vincent and E. Blanton at gate three.)
In 1860 a company was organized to build the Eagleville and Chapel Hill
Pike. Chesley Williams invested in that company. The EU&S Turnpike subscribed $500 to that project, but because of the Civil War the sum was not paid
until 1866. This investment increased travel on the EU&S Turnpike.
Tollgate records survive for the years 1900 through 1905. Tolls were levied
on the number of travelers and means of transportation. Loaded wagons paid
more than empty ones. Tolls were geared to type of wagon or buggy, loaded or
empty, as well as number and kinds of animals being herded along the pike. One
-horse buggies were the most frequent means of conveyance on the turnpikes and
paid a toll of 10 cents. One interesting feature was a hearse without a corpse paid
a 25-cent toll, implying a hearse with a corpse paid nothing.
Access to toll roads was free during the night as the tollgates were open, but
the gates were closed about 6AM each morning. Tolls were collected during the
day, and the gates were again raised about 9PM.
According to the 1986 edition of History of Rover and the 10th District of
Bedford County, Humphrey H. Boyce became suspicious of the large number of
wagons traveling after midnight. One night he closed the gate and when the wagons arrived, he checked them out. They turned out to be grave robbers hauling
disinterred corpses.
The Civil War added heavily to the cost of operating the turnpike. The bridge
over the Harpeth River was made impassible by the large number of Confederate
soldiers that crossed it.
The original bridge was located immediately east of the present bridge on
US41A, and the turnpike ran along the west bank of the river and on the east side
of the old Pinson’s house and barn. Construction of US41A required a fill at the
Harpeth River and a cut on the west side of the old Cook home that burned. The
property is now home of the Tuckaway Country Gardens
After the Union forces arrived the bridge was burned down. The EU&S
Turnpike had to be rebuilt three different times. The Yankees also burned down
the Hailey tollgate house. It is highly likely that the fires were started by the
Third Indiana Cavalry.

Brigadier General
Davis, U.S. Army, from the headntieth Army
on March 16, 1863, he wrote that a
st likely the
was burned by the Third Indiana
on March 11. And two days later
houses in the town were burned.
ared, but the MisBaptist Church, which was used as a
hospital, was also torched at
The Official Recthe War of Rebellion, Chapter XXV,
45.)

Eagleville Tennessee 1910

Hailey tollgate house was rebuilt, but
unoccupied. Not until traffic iniently was a replacement house
Mrs. Reedder’s in 1877.
n the
corner of Williamson County.

Home of Chesley Williams - 1910 (The old road was located on the west side of the home instead of the east side, as the present road.

