A Step Back in Time

By Bobbie Sue Shelton

EAGLEVILLE SCHOOL CATALOGUE 1903-1904

For 125+ years Eagleville has had exceptional educational opportunities for its
young people. In the late 1800s and early 1900s a very well known private school,
The Eagleville School, was located on Church Street, near the Eagleville Baptist
Church. Information about Eagleville School was published in annual catalogues
to entice parents to send their children to this school. This school was supported by
tuition and donations. The annual catalogue was made possible by local business
advertisements.
********

EAGLEVILLE SCHOOL CATALOGUE
1903-1904
Board Of Trustees: Wm. A. Bailey, President; James Williams, Secretary; U. J.
Owen, R. T. Russell, J. H. Hay, D. H. Hughes and Rev. J. E. Sullivan.
Board Of Directors:F. M. Wray, Chairman; A. J. Simms, Clerk and D. H. Hughes.
The Calendar Year: Fall Term . . . . . August 24, 1903 - December 23, 1903.
Spring Term. . . . January 4, 1904 - May 6, 1904.
FACULTY
Jno. W. Williams, Principal, Mathematics, English and History.
Mrs. M. R. Hughes, Assistant Principal, Latin, The Sciences.
Miss Mary D. Williams, Primary Department
Miss Kate Leigh Hulme, Elocution, Expression, Department of Physical Culture.
Mrs. Jno W. Williams, Department of Music.
LOCATION
Eagleville is located eighteen miles southwest of Murfreesboro in Rutherford
County, Tenn: has almost five hundred inhabitants and its citizens are intelligent
and moral. Easily accessible from all directions, being at the crossing of Murfreesboro, Allisona, Shelbyville and Nashville turnpikes. Comfortable hacks are run to
and from each of the above places daily, bringing us in close touch with the outside
world. Daily mail except Sunday.
Eagleville has no saloons or places of bad repute: in fact there is not a saloon within
thirty miles of town. Eagleville is famous for its genial and healthful climate, the
high standard of intelligence and enterprise and the liberality of its businessmen.

INTRODUCTION
In coming before you with this our Fourth Annual Announcement it affords us great
pleasure to be able to say that the past year has been the most successful in the history of this school. The enrollment last year reached 236 and the interest in every
department was indeed gratifying.
Should we neglect to express our appreciation of your most noble support, hearty
co-operation and liberal donations, we would be unworthy of the trust and confidence you have placed in us.
As we have been heard to say the teachers do not make the school, the pupils do not
make the school, the patrons do not make the school; but the hearty co-operation of
the three will give it that growth and reputation that every prosperous educational
institution merits.
We earnestly solicit your continued support. If you approve our methods we feel
that we are mutually interested. Fill our building with your boys and girls and we
will give them our best efforts and endeavor to prepare them for the duties of life.
To our noble students, who have conducted themselves so splendidly, allow us to
say in closing, you ever hold that esteem and love that every true teacher has for
his pupils. May we further say that in every instance of strict discipline, there was
love and kindness for our pupils and your interest was the interest we endeavored to
guard. We ask you still to labor for our school.
CHURCHES
Religiously, Eagleville is not wanting. All denominations, common to this country
are represented within easy reach of pupils.
Sunday schools and preaching every Sunday, prayer meeting twice a week. We
insist that pupils attend church services, but allow them choice of churches.
This is not a denominational school.
BOARD
Our boarding facilities cannot be surpassed. Good board can be secured at public
boarding houses or with private families, at remarkable low rates.
The Principal will assist pupils in securing suitable places at minimum cost.

The pupils will be allowed certain privileges and the instructors will visit the various boarding houses at times to see that the students are indulged no more than the
rules and regulations permit. We consider ourselves personally responsible for the
conduct of every pupil entrusted to our care.
DISCIPLINE
Our rules are few and simple. The discipline is mild but imposed It is the purpose
of the teachers to develop the sense of honor in the pupil. Our aim will be to direct
not restrain: to advise, not punish. Pupils will be expected to obey implicitly all
rules and regulations of the school and those who are not willing to do so are not
wanted and will not be retained. We don’t propose to run a “Reform School”.
ELOCUTION
This department will be under
the direction of Miss Kate Leigh
Hulme of Columbia, Tenn. Miss
Hulme received her training in Elocution at Soule College, Murfreesboro, Tenn. and is a most excellent
young lady. She has taught successfully at this place and College
Grove, Tenn. Miss Hulme will
also have charge of class in English
Literature, Expression and Physical
Culture.
MUSIC DEPARTMENT
This department will be under the
supervision of Mrs. John W. Williams, an able instructor and one
whose successful experience is
marked by the rapid advancement
of her pupils. The rate of tuition
in this department is exceedingly
reasonable as will be observed in

referring to charges.
GENERAL INFORMATION
No deductions of tuition made except in cases of protracted sickness of more
than a week.
Tuition due and payable at close of each month. A close observance of this rule
is urged unless special arrangements are made with Principal.
Quarterly examinations will be held during term and estimate of work done by
pupil will be forwarded to parents.
Monthly reports will be sent to parents or guardians at close of each scholastic
month.
No pupil will be retained in school who persistently refuses to obey rules.
Pupils are not allowed on streets at night only when transacting business for
parents.
IN CONCLUSION
We desire to say that this school invites your patronage and proposes to give value
received for money expended. We have reduced the rates of tuition* until it is easy
in reach of all. This was done by the generosity of the Board of Trustees in supplementing the fund with their individual donations. The Trustees are determined to
make the schools one of the leading institutions of the country and at the same time
give to those who are unable to attend expensive schools an opportunity to educate
themselves. Now again we ask your loyal support. Give us a trial and we will put
forth an earnest effort to develop your boy or girl. All of our teachers are men and
women whose hearts are in the work and who have ample qualifications to fill the
positions they hold.
Thanking you for past support and hoping to have your patronage in the future. We
are
Very Truly Yours,
JNO. W. WILLIAMS, Principal
*The rate of tuition wasn’t in the catalogue.

