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My grandson, Blake Hodge after finding
an old, September 1954, telephone book
hanging in our log house, suggested the
subject of this article. Much older books
exist but while looking at the names in the
Eagleville section of this one, memories of
people listed, brought back some child-
hood memories and hopefully will do the
same for you who were living here during
this time. The old book also included in-
structions of using a dial telephone, which
was a recent update from the operator’s
switchboard and also information on call-
ing a number on a shared party line. (There
were 2 and 4 households on party lines).
I’m sure most of you will remember talk-
ing (or listening) on a party line. News got
around pretty fast by that method. In 1954
Southern Bell Telephone and Telegraph
Company provided telephone service in
Eagleville, Smyrna and Murfreesboro.
Bradyville, Fosterville, Lascassas, Mil-
ton, Readyville and Rockvale received
telephone service managed by private
companies, often owned by the community
subscribers.
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A Step Back inTime

By BolbGie Sue Shelton-Lonas

Bell Telephone Company - 130 Vears 00d

While reading some history on the tele-
phone, an invention developed in 1876,
I thought it was very interesting that this
year will be the 130th anniversary of the
first telephone company. The “Bell Tele-
phone Company,” was founded in Boston
Massachusetts July 9, 1877.

The telephone was discovered almost
by accident. History tells of a race of
inventors looking for a way to make the
telegraph work faster and more profitably -
by sending distinct musical notes or tones
simultaneously along the wires with a sep-
arate message sent on each frequency. But
they soon realized it could also include the
human voice - a speaking telegraph. And
if you could talk down a wire, wouldn’t
that be an entirely new and better way of
communicating? Although several were in
this race, it’s noted that Alexander Graham
Bell only won this race. Over the years,
individual parts of the telephone were dis-
covered and developed by different people
at different times.
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In 1860 Philipp Reis a German science
teacher began work on the telephone.
Reis was let down by his apparatus - it
could reproduce continuous musical notes
well but produced indistinct speech. His
telephone was shown in demonstrations
all over Europe, including one in Scotland
while Alexander Graham Bell was there,
visiting his father.

Timing is everything. Elisha Gray
knew that all too well. On February 14,
1876, the day that Alexander Graham
Bell applied for a patent for his version of
the telephone, Gray applied for a caveat
- a document indicating that he intended
to file his own patent claim within three
months.

But Gray was a few hours too late - Bell
had already filed an actual patent applica-
tion - and the courts later ruled that this
took precedence.

Even so, Gray’s claim has its merits -
Bell first transmitted the sound of a human
voice over a wire, using a liquid transmit-
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Information—Mumbers Mot Listed in Directory
For Eaglaville, Murfreesbore and Smyrne Humbaers

TO REPORT DIFFICULTY
Ta Report a Telephons Out of Order

Business Transactions with the Company._--...Dia
Te Raport a Firs

To Call Bradyville, Lascassaz, Milion and Readyvills
D
To Call MURFREESBORD and SMYRNA.......

CALLS TO EAGLEVILLE FROM SMYRMNA

Atemnathy Fred L -
Ameld W L

l.mmwrl

i RE- -
Emk ol Eal evlle-
Batey Llllard Qhrll:rvl Huy
Bais Lean
Bell Arch -
el Jniuln. -
Bell K G-
Hell rlamnr [
Bellefant Jas Mirs

Bennett D J Mrs Mefrsborn Plke--
Bennatt Dub Je ML Vernon Rd-
Bemett H T Mt Vernon Rd---
Beanetl 5 E h’rs Mrirshoro

EAGLEVILLE, TENN. |

For Instrsctions on How to Use the Dial Telephome See Page 4.

TELEPHONE SERVICE AND EMERGENCY CALLS F

THE (17 2 e ot Do Al Dial “Operator” |

Dial “7" and ask the Operator for "Information” |
For Bradyville, Lascassas, Milion and Readyville Numbers

Dial "7" and ask for sxchange desired, whan that Operator

answers ask for "Information”

For Rockvale Mumbers__Dial 2011 and ask the Operator for "Information”

With a Logal or Long Dietancs CallecmooecmmmmeoeecueDial "Opsrator™

Dial "7" and ask the Oparator for "Repair Service”

Dial "T" and ask for 9000

_______ Dial 3711 G

Garrett Eula Cheatm Sprrgs R:I -

_______ Dial 2051 |
Fwﬂm Tplnphunu Mumber or Address of the Mearest Federal Bureau Graves R

of lnvestigation Offce.Dial "7 and ask the Oparator for "Infarmation”
CALLS FROM EASLEYILLE TO THE FOLLOWING PLACES:

ial "7 and ask for szchange desired, when that Operator
angwers ask her for the number

Dial "7 and ask the
Giparatoriior Evehar s, Nanbar.Decird

Te Call ROCKVALE. _Dial 2011 and &k the Operater for Mumber Desired

Dial "7" and azk tha Operator for Exchange snd Number Desirsd

ALPHABETICAL TELEPHONE DIRECTORY

Clary C & Chapel Hill Rd .
Comstock Gordon 'W Shelbyvl Pi
Comstock W L Chagel Hill Rd
Cothran 1 B Mt Flu.saul Rl -

Crosslim R C Sr Mrs Mfrsbro Rd
OROSELIN SUPPLY 0O

Elmore Eris Ermurw: Rd
Elmore Flora M
Elmare Urban R Mrfrshl:ro R

Fagan 0 E
Farmer T M Farmer Rd--
Flamin

op
Floyd L C Greenwd Rd---
Floyd O C Mrs Chapl HI Rd-

Fults Jack T Jacl

-Dial 3691 1
Gillespie c A 0 d Nashvl Rd-
Gillespie R
Gordon r.l H -

—Dial 3261

| Griffy L R Webb Rd-

Hall 5 B Rocky Glade Rd--
Hardison Harold
Hay D M -==un
Hay Mary L Mr
HAY R @ hdw & harness shop--

Res
Hay Rnht -----
Ha;r Sammie Mrs -
Hayes J M "aLLrsl

att
Hendrix Horace North Ln
Hendrix 5 H Little Rock

Holton Jno R -
Hughes Henri Mlss

If no answer call --
| Ivey David L Nashvl P

Jackson Fred ---------
Jackson G G
' Jackson Geo T River Rd
Jackson Gordon River Rd

Bopee J W Shelbysl Piks
Eurris Thurman Mt Vernon Rd-

c

:bell Ella Mrs Allisocs
Chitk Thos Elm === =num
Clerk Younp B Little Rock Rd-

Jackson Hershel O Taylor
BI;::?" = A3 Jackson W Fresland h;rs
Elenton Eddie -5 = Johns H E Mrfrsboro Rd-
Blaaton hbadile Gar: -3221 1 Johnsan Ernest Shelb:
ELENTON'S AUTD Plll'l 3261 | Johnson Malachi Jr -

-2892 Shep areund in comfort, How? 1

See first page
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Johnson Sam ----

Jones J M Shell
Jones Jno H --

r Jones Ralph M

1 Res Shelbyvl Plke -
Jdordan Alnor Mrs e---

Sam W Windrow Rcl

Jordan Will E Jacksn Ridge Rd

Jordon F M Windrow Rd

Hall K V Jacksn Ridge Rd------

Knais Robt Elm------ e L ekl s |

Lamb Evgene 2532
Lamb Gordon Allisona 3543
]I::mb Hughes -=---- 101
imb -Jack Shelbydl Hwy-—--=—--—- oo oo 338
'g?g% Landi H =-=m-mm 3951
Lane Hamr Musua h\y 12
2141 -
B Wi --3126
2721
R L E B R LR it 3672
3251 Little El.gnnla Miss - 92
55 Little Raymond- Mrfrsb --2183
Lou & Sue Gift Shop-- 3372
Lowe Geo K -- 53
Llw\'e W R ———— 301
& 241
Ln)'d Sp!ncer Mrfrsboro Rd- 361
Lynch & S Grac Mefrsboro Pike-
LYTLE'S BEAUTY & QIFT SHOP

Manier D L Mt Verno
Marable A D
Marable G C --
Marable G C
Marable R C

Maupin Jno D

5  McClaran J Marvin Old N
McClaran J W-Jr Rocky Gl
5541  McClaran Jno '.\- River Rd
3971 McCord J H -

Meck Jessie Mrs - -
‘;ggé Morgan Jess Windrw Rd--

3472 Mosley Harrlson Racky Glade Rd
___34213.; Masley W R

Na\'e Lester D R ppesim i 1T

Nesley J
Owen J M --- 3251
Owen Nannig Mrs ----comommmmmmemcceeceeee 2742
Patillo Harry I\! ---------------------------- 2151
Pinson C B -===rme=semnenae 2171
Pope Daltan 3933
Potter Marshall ~ 2882
Pressgrove J B Swamp Rd------- 3057
Pruitt E C Shelbyvl Pike---- - 3932
Puckett Bros Food Mkt Shelbyv 2821
Puckett Clarence F ---- 2181
3 Puckett Elizabeth Mrs - 3833
o Puckett Fred J1 ksn R 2563
i Puckett Nat - 3838
_3g7]  Puchkett Russel! \"rs mmmma— -3591
3721 R
-2102
-3123
2562  Ralston AF ---ooeoooeconn- -ammmemm-----3084
---3122 Ralston Alex Mt Ploasnt Rd=---—-——-—--~--==--. 2162

ter of the microphone type previously de-
veloped by Gray and unlike any described
in Bell’s previous patent applications. He
also used an electromagnetic metal-dia-
phragm receiver of the kind built and used
publicly by Gray several months earlier.

Although Mr. Reis and Mr. Gray came
very close to the discovery of the tele-
phone, the important break came one sum-
mer afternoon, as Alexander Graham Bell
was working in his workshop in Boston.
He heard an almost inaudible twanging
sound from his prototype telephone - a sort
of crude harmonica with a clock-spring
reed, a magnet and a wire. This was con-
nected to a similar device in another room
where his assistant Thomas Watson was
working.

Watson had snapped the reed on one of
the instruments and from the other device
Bell had heard exactly the same sound.

It was the first time in the history of the
world that a complex sound had been car-
ried along a wire, and reproduced perfectly
at the other end.

After hearing their telephone first
transmit a sound in June 1875, Bell and
Watson spent the next 40 weeks making
their telephone actually speak. Finally, on
March 10, 1876, Watson heard Bell’s voice
distinctly in the receiver saying: “Mr.
Watson, come here, I want you.” Watson,
who was in another room, declared that he
had heard and understood what Mr. Bell
had said.

Within a year of making the first tele-
phone call, Bell and his financial backers -
Thomas Sanders and Gardiner G Hubbard
- had formed the Bell Telephone Company
in the United States.

Unsurprisingly, early demand for the
telephone was not great and prior to form-
ing their company Bell and his partners
had struggled in their attempts to promote
the new invention. At one point they even
offered to sell the Bell patents to the West-
ern Union Telegraph Company - Elisha
Gray’s employers - for $100,000. The
offer was spurned - a decision the Western
Union was soon to regret bitterly.

America’s telegraph company’s saw
right away that Bell’s telephone posed a
powerful threat to their businesses and
they tried to fight back. The Western
Union Company called on Thomas Alva
Edison to develop an alternative to Bell’s
invention. The American Speaking Tele-



Page 9

EAGLEVILLE TIMES

phone Company in New York (a Western Union subsidiary)
then went head-to-head with The Bell Telephone Company

of Boston.

Within months, Bell sued Western Union for infringement
of his patents. Western Union argued that it was Elisha Gray
who had invented the telephone - but lost the court battle
and had to hand over Edison’s telephone rights and with-

draw from the telephone

Later in 1878 James M. Ormes, a Bell Company employ-
ee, was sent to the Southeastern states by Bell Telephone
company to survey the potential for telephone expansion
in that region and to head off the growing competition of
Western Union Telegraph Company which was entering
the telephone business. He negotiated the famous “Ormes
contract” which bound Western Union to withdraw from the
southern territory and on December 20, 1879 Southern Bell
Telephone & Telegraph was founded in Atlanta, Georgia
covering the seven states of Kentucky, Tennessee, North and

South Carolina, Georgia, Florida and Alabama.

History of the many telephone companies is very com-
plex with consolidations and new companies being formed
in different sections of the United States and worldwide

constantly.

The above information is just the highlights of the South-
ern Bell Telephone and Telegraph Company that eventually
served and made a vast difference in our small community.
In 1954 Eagleville’s 260 telephone subscribers filled 2 2
pages in the telephone book. In our current book there are
6 pages of telephone numbers and only the 1st page has ap-
proximately 230 numbers. (Quite an increase in the last 53

years.)

Mr. R. E. “Bob” Bain, a local resident, served as the
Eagleville Telephone Manager for Southern Bell Telephone
Company. Over the years, several different telephone

operators worked in the telephone office located in the Bank

of Eagleville building on Main Street until the
dial-up system was installed. The first operator
was Gertrude Elmore. The last call on the old
telephone system using an operator was made
by a local merchant, Green Hay and the first call
on the dial system was made by Mayor W. H.
“Buck” Dyer.

Some of the local business’s with telephones
listed in 1954 were: Bank of Eagleville, Bellen-
fant Service Station, Blanton’s Mobile Garage,
Blanton’s Auto Parts, Crosslin Motors, Crosslin
Supply Co., (Groceries & Furniture), W. H. Dyer
Feed & Coal Company, Eagleville School, H. D.
Floyd Insurance Agency, Flamingo Motor Court,
R. G. Hay Hardware & Harness Shop, Isom’s
Beauty Shop, Ralph Jones M. D., Lou and Sue
Gift Shop, A. S. Lynch Grocery, Lytle’s Beauty
& Gift Shop, Marshall Bros. Grocery, Puckett
Bros Food Market, Rigsby Construction Co.,
Shelton & Smithson Garage, Slick’s Service
Station, Dr. C. R. Stem Dentist, E. L. Williams,
General Merchandise.

I hope as you look at the names of the sub-
scribers you will also recall good memories of
days gone by in our hometown Eagleville.
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Ralston Chas -- i 15: st
Ralston D C - a7; Stephi JE
Ralston Dawid -------- -213 Sullivan H W
Ralston Geo - - --334
Ralston Hward T --2871
Ralston J D ==----monuv 3191 T
Ralion 07 L-If ok 2031 Taliaferro A D Chapel Hill Rd-
Ralston T € =-==mnnn .228 Taylor A C -
Ralston W J Mrfrsbora P -334 .}afi‘" R
Read J M Shelbywl Hwy---- -383 Ta.\'lor TR rs-
Redmon Claris - -3301 Ta)'lof Tk
Redman Felix --- 3452 Ta_\'lor Rnuh A

If no answer cal -3451 Ta.\'lm‘ Tulf Mr =
Redmon Hatcher -289 Tiu- or rs-

Redmon Junicr - -284 aylor W F Jacksn Rdg
Redmon W J --- 225 Tomlin B F ——————-

Redmond € W - -345;
Reed Herbert M -304:

Rigsby Constn Co Ted
Rigsby J € ofc -- 64
Rigshy J W ofe---------- -2764
Roland Thos t' eenwd Rd 077

Rooker Woo:
Fowland E F Pawsn Church Rd-------
Rowland Gene Mrs Pattrsn Churu— Rd -

Rowland 0°G Pattrsn Church Rd---------

Seales Marvin —----- S s
Scott H T Mt Vernon Rd---=--==--=m==oceeen

Scott Horace ===me=w----o-.
Scott Norman Mrfrsb
Scott Wm 0
Sheffield Lee Taylor R"
Sheffield Virginia Jacksn Rdg

Shelton Claude . --- e
Shelton Robt =-----
Sheltan Robt Jr ---
Shelton & Srmlhson Garage

Smithsan Fred 51» h}vl
Smotherman W B ——-——-—-

For business transactions, including inguiries
cancerning accounts, applications for and
changes In service, etc
Dial 7 and ask for- = e mnmee== 8000

To Report a Telephaone Dut of Elrder Dlal 7 and

----------------------- Renaur Service”
Spranue er_hand L Sgt --3292
Stanford J H ’acxsn Rdg Rd
Stem c R Dr ofc

Trout J B Ehapl HI Rd---
Turner J R --
Turner Jna E Swan’p Rd -
Turner W U Jacksn Rdg Rd---

V

Vaughn 0 A ‘helby\-l Pd
Vincent Farris - m——=
Vinsen Maynard AII sona Hwy-==-=-=-=

w

Wade J G Mrfrsboro Rd
Walls Bob T Jacksn RJg Rd
Warner Naomi
Watkins Son - - s
Watson Eula Wmdmw Rd
Weaver Robt G Morth Ln
White R L Mrs Greenwd D
Wiley Thos Allisna H-'y
Wilkinson Jas H -
Willlams E L r-!rl mdse-

SSRGS

Woods Robt, -—-------

HELPFUL HINTS ON SHOPPING

See first page
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R. G. Hay making the last call on the Operator-Switchboard Telephone System. L to R: Dr. Robert C. Garrett,
W. H. Dyer, R. G. Hay, Jim Marlin, Robert E. Bain, Dr. E. L. Williams, Mr. Lott, (phone co. rep.)

W. H. “Buck” Dyer making the first Dial-Up Telephone Call.



